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Research Article

“Southern Bi-Weekend”’: “Worker-tizen
Journalism”, Critical Media Literacy, and
Communication Empowerment

Jack Linchuan QIU

Abstract

How do workers relate to news media? What is “worker-tizen journalism”?
How can participatory action research and critical media literacy activities be
carried out among workers at the grassroots level? This article introduces a
workers’ news study group located in an industrial district of Shenzhen, South
China, where factory workers were organized to do news clippings, group
discussions, as well as content production and distribution for the goal of
communication empowerment. The study group is called “Southern Bi-
Weekend” because workers gathered every other weekend. Activities of this
project are introduced, its methodological issues discussed, especially regarding
participatory action research, critical media literacy, and developmental
journalism. The three focal points of discussion are the workers’ voices, the
growth of workers’ news, and their interaction with commercial media, leading
to general lessons learned for similar projects in the future.
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