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Abstract

With the development of media market regionalization, trans-border
television exchange (including the flow of programming, talent, producers, and
funding across the nation-state’s border) seems a normal trend. However, when
a trans-border TV drama becomes a popular hit show in another society, the
reasons became much more complicated. This article, which employs a case
study, aims to explore how the Mainland Chinese audience interpret and enjoy
Unforgettable, the longest prime-time drama serial in Taiwan’s TV history. This
serial was exported to and aired in Mainland China by CCTV as an imported
drama, and unexpectedly gathered a huge fervent following of fans. To
understand the reasons why this trans-border TV drama enjoyed such an
unexpected success within Mainland China’s unemployed middle-aged
housewives and the elderly, who are this show’s target audiences, the researcher
employs a multi-methodological approach to search for an answer. This
includes a focus group discussion in Beijing, in-depth interviews with this
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drama’s target audiences in China, TV industry resources both in CCTV and
FTV, and the immense reading of opinions posted on Mainland Chinese fan
websites and China’s news reports.

Unforgettable belongs to a unique dramatic genre called Hsiang-Tu-Ju,
best known for using Hokkien as the language and emphasizing Taiwan
nativism to appeal to Taiwanese audiences. The first part of this article employs
a generic analysis to explain the characteristics of Hsiang-Tu-Ju, such as its
origin and special generic elements, especially its close relationship with
Chinese melodrama. The second part investigates the future development of
this nativist dramatic genre in the Greater China regional media market as a
cultural product, and how to explain the compromise of this drama’s Taiwanese
nativist consciousness and Chinese audience’s passionate reception.

In the end, the author argues that because the drama could satisfy its target

s

audiences’ “melodramatic imaginations” (Ang, 1985), producing pleasure and
meaning in their boring everyday lives, it can easily provide their emotional
fulfillment and make them become loyal viewers. Furthermore, the ‘“cultural
proximity” between Mainland China and Taiwan makes this trans-border TV
drama easily interpreted and understood by Mainland Chinese audiences, so it
can attract a huge following of fans without any difficulty. This is another
reason that contributes to Unforgettable becoming such a phenomenon in recent

years on Mainland China’s small screens.
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B o BARERS M BT B M B > B B SEE AT 40 108 | 7T
LR TR o SR RS s ERESEIE T LR MR oK
EEM T R =S W 2 R o AN BAE2001 4F > FERLRE 1
T AR F R ) R AR D — B > ASMEAE & B 5 IR A U
A5 [ IRp AR HE NIRRT By~ ROAE SR RE SR AT > B Ui
4 (Chua > 2004 ; HCHEE > 2006) » [ Ik & 800 [ 8458 ) b 5 B
FE S — PR 7 B0 B TE AR A o i) — ) L AR T S R T4
B W AR 8 B = Sr AR A B R A TR R o =57
B oy W AR IS BISE L A AR B AR o PR T HAE A0 B ] > 5 RISk B A B
[ | o " & v [ | IR AT A A ~ o B B o B K o 25 0 S T
o H H BB T g3 | JRURIAR o PR T AR A [ 1 S Ak Y [
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B RE A% T [ P = & B T A R (U5 = > 1995: 102-104) o
e RER R ENG R T - G HIRTE 19944 1 H EMfifRE L —
E B AE > ASOL S KRB G o &5 RG] T =0 L HHRAE -
B AAE RAMESEBUAR RSN > B MR AE 1995 4F 6 H B Mt R EFI
BRI > R HEASTE 1997 42 6 H BRIE O RER] » B2 & 8 56 V0 R 4R
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Rawnsley (2003) 4 H BAR A (8 e %O RO E(E - — S [ &8 Rk
FF > HHUEVEE A & A m i [ 3£ (p. 276) - fEHEEIT &
BRI ER] L > RN T AR 7 B R DL B Sl 254200 1
ORI REAL A AERBMEES PR EMH ARE BRI A EA L
kSR B BUATRFE A E N o FAEREENOHF » RE
PR BUA AR > AR A REEERN A8 A
A -PNERIPRE: VA=E PNIRTIICE: VAN NN T - A
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L D b B BEEE R ISR R [ A0 5 1 > W] AR A £ B BRAT I R
BT R 2 o A RE R [ A8 R 1 AT 2 BRI AR 3 i B (brand) > HIJ JF R
AR AT BR 5 S - BRGE Sy e > JRRAT AR B H R S B AR AL
EERAR LRI CEE) ot B AR REAR SR o 18 1998 4F A RA AR AC
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B AE R4 REBRATARTA—ALEHTE | (B
2007/08/30)

7 27 6 Bl IS A 1) iR 1 20 3 40 01 )R P 1 e ﬂl%lf\[]
REEINZEERAE F RS DA T G 5% T Bl i KT | AR 25 1480 1 I8 | 1)y o
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A5+ 8 | G BB R BRI DUE R R > SRS T8 1080 | i) Z
ENS > QR T LA R SRR B J- i M0 ) | > HL 0 B T 400 1 80 7 BB i
BURLAR 25 A > PR A GE ) 10 SR8 st BRI e B &
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FLAG P55 2 B v H 4R n 8 A% 2 (5 | B 38 DLES > 2008: 53-54) - i
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BEHAN > [KE R EEEEE ] > [RZE B AW Kb
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FERIRZ ] o R {EERE 25 TG (2004) G 48 1 -
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FEOEEN EREEMER LI EARAREEREMESEE
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P SCHE S0 ] o o oA o PR A Y - T LA 1984 4F - R BA 46 5 13
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1M Zha (1995) HIJ3Z5 48 5 40 4 1l (V8 2B ) M SR BIVE R > SRR A
B T A5 0 158 5 B & 9 [0 T B | SRR AR R A R > i HoAE AR T K
L WAHEBEEZEMUZ R - HRE A SRR R EBIEE R - BE
& HRGEZE) MBI REAE — & T /NSE EIAE N A AN
Mo BIARHATERSE W RNES - AREEBFRWBIA > 23
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R BN Hh B H 2 Sl g 1 B A > BRRFPESRIR AR B L FA%% (pp. 36-39) °
B AR AA S AR BB [ R R R SRR SRS A TR IR S AR B
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FIFERHE LIARAS (Zha, 1995: 39) > (i 2 ) it KL BB IR IR >
T 1% 78 i I8k A #R B FR B > P ILE 7 EROR15 N A BH T DL B (Zha,
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f ) o R AR — e T BRAEAGIER ) > DR I R 2 AP R B 5 v B Wi B
o HR-METNHES -

—

BEVEAR ? [HLE |HE158 B THan

B FI F e [ A5 B ] R R 0 > IR SR N R E S 48
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2008/05/07) °

e T BHE G ) 78 v B K e 1 3 S R T A R B R R > A
BHIE R EERA NS - B> — (52N EE Bkt &
RLBE GRS MEREBIER TR ER — W E R e - HE
RAERAC T LB - 5 T GRS EMAY ERIEE » #HERE
B M BB A BUET I N A I 5% 1505 0 1% 52 1) 00 it 8 45 1
M~ HEBMZEN (BB RE TEMEE > WHEEFEMA
Ao EARREZEFFDW - Aa6460 - Ik LiiRn > BIH(EH
) U T A B AR B AW G MR A GBI R e
FOAD S B 2 e 7 o b Ah > db AR A8 & 1 B A A G
B BES TEARHEEWFE > temEoiirsi . HEFE2R i
BIETZ(EHE) 2% > FMB A GR%& L > 2010/08/10 » A AFIFR) °

WA P T L B Rk ARG T IR F R
BURILBUE G &R H RIS — 85 o S/MERL - T RIS GE
75 10 1S A N A A KA A — 43 > Tt 2 IR S {1 R R it 1 A S
7% o Bk —1E G Mk S IR IR A B e R E R » XU > A BN A

165



Published by The Chinese University Press

(A e2)  (8) %195 (2012)

W — 85 T o BAREME— 1% > ke 2 mREET JE A A 2
FEASCER Y o B AR R — B e AR RN 2 % R
FIE o ) (%/NH > 2009/09/06 > JL At EEBEFTRR) o 3 — 0 2 BLEE Bh R
MaR/NME - b g O RS BB — R E(ERE) M - titEExE &
IR A G ) OETE > MARRRAN oR B 5 18 ¢ T % I P B K B — B 4y
0 BB R R R RN~ AR R AR R B SE — R R
P2 SRR =20 o HEEE A > MM — A HEA AR - b
AR RIS > AR TR AR SR AT o A AR BRI P4k
_$$ ...... |]}E z;;ﬁ;@ggzgﬁ zmﬁLEunm i@?g}ﬁ
3R ) — S e T AR A A IR A > A AL TE TR AR B SR 2 — R L
NS o | (3R/NH > 2009/09/06 > dL I BT RR) SR /AMAR EREE % > HE
BT AT S LR > AR

T+ LI A 2R (2004) T8 o ARSI B RN (RR I BEBL) — 2k
BEOAIT S [HEAEYUE TICHBUR 2 WA — R R R ES © TR
JAE i S E 1 R 0 A S5t B R 1 ) S i R R e %»%E%Lﬂwkm
FIEWE > RIS A R R D2 88 3RF - BB MRZ - E
ﬁ%%%ﬁ%&&ﬁﬁx%i%%~@%&%%ﬁﬁ%aﬁmﬁym
%E&E>%%%E@%E¢ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%$%$ﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂp

o FHULTIEN > DASRBE A A W BRI 0 FEAEETA0 T48 gl ) A
é 1 i el R B W e U i R T o

I B A AU 5 B e A7 10 AR B ek A S AR R SR i —
BRGIRE CGREER) » MR N A B BUICE M BAR - (2Rt g O
BRLG 2R 172 015k » 35 ph 2 T2 0 0S80 LU SR i B EE I AR | - A« TR
WF 5B AR N 2 B B BRAR > #RE: HElse0de e B e ) > 2 R e S e
i AN FRAMFR L — B N AESE R R R — R A > Al S R AR
BRI IE T A6 B SR SE RN R o a8 A FT AR A B B AT — 1
Fo (AR L REE LT A R F o B ARE B A8 > §H
Z/NEEE > MFrZ g L — Rz % BER AT Z 2 EM
ARENRGRD > ERIEAREE > A EEN o ] GR/ME > 2009/09/06
st R BEHTRR) I AME R - BB — i/ MA > R R E
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BRI ANAT AR B o WhE : BRI GEERE R » e > IEE
WF5E > N AR BR ~ AR OHEFE ~ M AREE- = A 1R
Z NP > BRI RE M ARE 2 1 (B/hE > 2009/09/06 - Jb 5T £E
BRETER) T3 A — AT /N G RIS R ) B b 4 A N BRBRAR > SRk B
CALMEZ MR LR o it - [ CRER) BT EE > gz —mEift
JR A CEL AR ) > BT A AW - AW > BREMHR 4 E IR
BESR B R R A IR o (ER AR A W 37 — 1 S 15 1Y) B B A R R
HEEE o | (E/ME > 2009/09/06 > Jb 50 H BT ER)

P R ) 75 B B Y A B > Sl L o [ Y A58 L S AT A
2 — TR » RABA TR ZIE o (HRFRAMAE M # 1Y SCAR R
B o T AR DA SRR AT £ R TRMI/ING ) o T B AP BEL [ 4 A ) ) s
[RE 28 I AR ARl 2 B - SRAE S AN RR 2 ~ 1% B H A - T 2 A 9 1k 80 kST
BUERD > WRERRTE A0 B BGE B BRI R BLES o HE - BRI B R
FEVE 5 A B I 2 BIBUR A5 o > B R T o Ten Ang (1985) 5 2 %E
TR E R BB BB > AR A AR A& (the
melodramatic imagination) > % A2 7 48 5 75 L6 15k B v 55 5 ) £E 2 s AT B
NBEE B IE I ARR - 2 A/E B — TS H 8 A2 15 b 8 IR0 488 R 77 7E 11
Oy B WE o T U A A2 32 4 5 B TR AR Y H R B R 1 ROK BB
T BURER T M AR SR 448 - S RBLEARE - 2K A A B R
D) AMER g R E M [ T8 ) [ 5 B ] &S » Aol A R Py 4
b ERUSRIBREAE E  — FER R E R T o

TN > R B K REAT 2 A AR TR o i | B[ ST AR AR | 1L
B RRE BT > MR A A0 LB I IRIE B S R > BERe s B 5
158 10 0 DB B | WG =0 S T —RIRGE A Bz % iR
A ] T 0 K K T A T ) — TR A B R A BEUR o AE 2 B 2R 21,089
LR & T RS 50 I REE B 49 R 2 80.4% ( (GHTIR WA &
— B G ) T A5 ) 2011/02/13) 5 T 7E 19,451 44 (G2 )
PIBIRE T > 5 41.4% B NFR T i 18k 55 W 75 | A AP ) ey 2 [ 38 e £ A 1Y)
LG AR > 58 A R 30.2% 1 BUR R 15 5 05 w8 1 D PR [ R RE AR
BRA RS E TR S]] o ZA THRARE & AR TR S| | A
KEBIPAEN T78.6% ( CHiRHE —EBHBACKEH ) WELER
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2011/02/13) o FGA] B, > 725 A AR ACH 3R S WL 9 -y FA) REL AR ) Jsk 1 Y
T RE > S A 0 K R o e — R A U ) SR B AR ) TS 4T
7o W B2 1T A P I e 7 S A T e R ) B [ R e AR A 8 ) > b2
HE A WIEREIRAE AA R EEER o Rl > ZEEME S 1R P K P A
SER)— R E IR A > PR 2 SR R & XA T4 8 ] BBl P e A s
HEVERAE A KB 7 0 B A A A AR AR B T R

AR EENNEEBREE?
—REHLE |WhELEEM{L

£ Chua(2004) 86 5 th > AR SCAL 78 i 09 A2 728 T DA s i g 3t
1B R B R T8 B AT I A1 2 0 ZE A PR 1 A — {181 BT e ) B DA e - 7R HC o
B W JH B AE — i B A St [R] S b 2 8 89 [ 30 fk 22 ] (cultural sphere)
N> R AT DA AR A ] ) SCAb e R i 2 A U (p. 211) o 35 At A3 #T
T =B E"Jiﬂﬁ‘?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ"ﬂﬁﬁ(posiﬁons) o B —FH R AN T BRI B
A AR AR SCAE B > A BURR B BE A E 1Y UL ARES - Fr LARE IR 5
F1 B it SCAb 7 i 1 TR o B8 AR BLAA > BN IS L8 i HIUR 7 (diasporic
subject) » 1 E I B B[540 1A B RO SCAL e i - MESR A B fm] 5 — f
BLA—FE > BEAIER 5 iYW P72 28 UL 78 O 2838 > AN R BT 540
F14 I 222 P 1 K > A A ] R 3 R TR | A 2 0 SCAb 7 i - AR
7] Bl 5 R Y ] o AR — RSO T S TH B R AL > SRR LB B S
AP B SCAL E BB o H i Ta LU R M A B 3 A e T e sl
FE vity 14 [ R B [ S AL RE AN B A 0 T S AR ] - A R T8 LE B A JH |
HOWSUEIREE H > EA B ELEONSUEE NN ERRRE - 55
il & 26 Ea > a MBUR A UL 2 > AMEFESCIEE sl T [k 1)
LA o () IRp 3 AL A ) 5 1 > 8B T it R — R [ AR AT 2 1Y
1 (Chua, 2004a) °

I DL B BT o RO B R B B R S 5 i TR R ) B BRSO Y
L > FEER8 M TE 8K P R AEHEA T SCIL T 2 I - 35 — BRLA — 7S¢
LI B AL B T RESR ARG o BT - B & 8 2 A 58 ZU A Sl
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TR A BPREA L o (R W R TR AL - BT
VLR A SCAL P T 2 > R T AR — e MRRE o il A 45+
B ) SR R AL 5 A A ¥ AR b SOk R I ISR B Y o DRI > R Y
(AL B o ] TAE A WA ZE Y o B0 48 py it o5 B [ 2 5h ) (kT B E])
hiR > SRR CIR A R Yia FR s — 2 A TR |~ TR S5 T e AL |
() SCAL SREmE > DA 3 R e B AR ) U fp BRL 0% > T2 T DAl B 1) R A
JEE SE KM o

11T DA B Y 4% e SRS A3 - B H TR K 0 A T 55 2 A T B R
e > 7E%8 7 1 ROAR R SRS i 58 APURARIEM E R > 24—
YIrp B KRR TTIGEENEH > BRI S S TR 240 %
AL | (customized) BRI il o GIFECET > 2010/07/15 » A AFT#R) © K
WFRIR - B T8 | WERRE G - A A v e AT b
KPR T 5 00 - SR R B BiL & 5T 1 ECFA > i B B R A
FESEFN T FMCE B ] > E I RN A1 350 31 208 A BB A ) S s 3 ) > R 2
S AR AR B V% b AK IR B BTSSR E AN W] K BT DL R B A AR K
T 55 s [ TE 75 5 7 TIOR8l > FRAM A MR B AL - E
MRAG NG HEE - MEHRE BN aEmAA NG hegs
KALE - NEARAFECFA » JM 2B h iy 55
BERME—MREMERNS - BRI SZE—F > HEEE - G
B SRS M EE M AR - JE R R Y | B RO LA Ty
EIAEN P B EEN LS > AR E RSB PR SR 2
WABGE ERBUE - GEECET > 2010/08/18 > i AFI#R)

T BB 1 [ 400 50 | ot — SRR A SCAL T o > A [ R v 2 i dal A
M FrazBis 8 i Bk B B0 S i 2 R E - T e A L
A OUHE R » RARZEWAITE [ & A 1 5 ) BT I3 7 5 1
Al J 1) i S 28 i ] 7 7 22 B 1 3 R Taylor (2008) %48 H > 1990 AR HE
ALY [ HE g bR B B > BB BUE S PR A +
Fe [ B % 47 % | #£ #) (project of nativist nation-building) #H % A8 A% 1 (pp.
74-75) o SR FHANFF 2 UF 90 28 I BIES > B R R B K 2 ] Ak e 2
ZELI T > R T T AL | A R A kAR > A AT sk Y
—EPEE o A BEFRWET > WEHES NG BB b E ¥
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O HIT 5 R IE D o A RTE GRS UL A EE A BT 8]
(niche market) B3 » 3 40 R A W5 7 [ 12 B 55 SCAb 2 e vl | iy vy —
K (Fu, 2003) » 757 3 [H] 1 02 0325 4 Al o s e 8 ) BROAR Y

AtfE

. ORICE B ERLE SE BT 5L R iR 98-2410-H-343-027 (R 7T 45 L o

2. HBATAR LB WFF sl am - w5 AR o A » AR ROAR I PR o 75 4 B o
BT SE AR MR > RN FR S A 2 [0 8 | Y IE AR 2 T R B ] -
(BB > 2008/12/16 - AR FH#R)

3. HAUREMEEE)HE—F 80 £ L AR - MURFM S I— %)
W e RIETER RIS - BT > ZRE TSI ARE
e ) BHAA A 2R3 280 4E A AR (MR > CPZETI) > 1182 11)

4. MEFERNEEEGEIIIEAN—MEET > AR AR E R
wE o MR R E A EE RIWEESE o 76 B R BB 1949 4F1R5F &
W2 1% > BRIEEN BIEE IR 5 BOR - W m i B A R S HAh e =
WHRE 2 [ 7S | (Hsiau, 1997; Rawnsley, 2003) e

5. AN ARIEE AR O B REER) 1Y Rk 2% B R R R VR B BRI AR SR B
Fon o B IO T B R CED) > BB AR RRIEAE o HE TR —
Fe B HPUFAR | > AT U E AR R T B 482 > 1996: 90) -

6. JaBTRKIE/NG R A DNHE > FIAER GBI ESAERST = > &

) » 2= CER = EB ) KR AR =50/t GRIEV) & (Bl
1994) o

7. WA 1969 4F PR AR o B IR A TE AR AR G ) R 1024 - BB
% > AR 1974 F8F H I CEEH K) > BRE3504E o HAR > LR
Pt Fe R I AR (IR EE) » R 256 SEEA A »

8. HHE A BB L INAF > DI FeEny [ a2 - E¥mi2
REARZE | ~ 2R M [ R R % ) B SR e 2 0 [ B & (4% | 4 - 2R mg - 2
& B REF AW RS AR  EHU [ 2 pesr e [ 2
% |2 DASEEE H R > [ EpE A |] ] R DASRBAEE 4 3 > B9l 5
T [ B B KB o DA B AR AR o A B A e AL | A L A A B
CH RLBTER ) (2004) B2 5 #ET) (2004-2006) #B I 5% 28 7 [ 7€ dly o $0 AR bl 4
MBS R | EAT > WA T 5 — B B RAEA R > SR B
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BT AT | SRR [ 418 TAES | B E B [ 40 1 2 -

[ 15 ] | — 5 A% J2: 5 45 (Star TV) H1 30 A TE 1992 4F B 14781 H 7% #3555
(trendy drama) {H 5Z  HEF ) (Tokyo Love Story) I £l 35 1) 44 ] (Iwabuchi,
2002: 143) » & HCEITE & 185 L MR E 09[R R > [ {8 {508 ] oyt & S BUR I E
HAZEE AR R IS L0288 P 42 55 14 B3 £ 3= 1 P i o 1) 75 5 S 1 0B -

a1 B A58 A JaU > ARIEAE T 76 & AT Sl S B4 (ndE
F 5 BE) [2004] A Ui 457 3R 5 22 8.05% - 2008 4F 7% 1Y Cam b i g TR
PRY > BRI fe s W R B EE 13.64% > W08 & 85 MR BB 43 5 E
WA e 2 S AR BI BN B A TR WS o IG5 002 » T3 W O A R AT
MR > ¥ A =S AR AT &) - WM = bR - 215 - 3
A - HAR - d63E - 41N - R > A > EDJE RIS b o

[ BRA | (Formosa TV) &4 R 2 REHAF] > JA6RAE S M > (H2EE
MR LA B AL B B L o E) I by R 3 T 8RR 48T 8 2 [ R TH G A
Al B — R BRERE BN 2REEA A6 UITRE2
RO A I A AL P MR | 435 > )i R Y o A 0 DU R A A B
AZHE - EIREIEHZY > SUMKARM > BRERIM 09 m
BELGEY > ARE/MEH RN > EF LR G 40T E S - 19974
P - RGBT EEERR -

W5 2 FT LG TE 2003 AEIEZUAHE A 40 5 | 0 R FE R e i 397 8 CREEBRAR
FEEE = ——K L ANBD)AE B8 BB R BRI R 7 H BAE > 78
B EEHR[ &SR AL T8 | (B BREE IO B8 > (R R A=
AR EFEREI) B> Al CR A 72 H B 45 Hb () Y5 A R 4 e J
AR Hre o RIS | S B Y o Z R -

HRAEFEH A 2009 4R B K > Al A1 Ak 5t B AR BORIIRE > B IRE AL K M BIF 78 A= 4
3o A2 T LA B G R EAS A B AR E > — B A E R A A RORIR
B AL o SN S LR SR TR R AR - RE A
R — BRI RS M B E 28 > SR AR B SR T R%E
1B R AR -

R DL H A i 58 ) fe sl P BB B 2 o wRR 2 [ R P BB AR —
A2 GBI VRS ] - Sl il A AR (B R L D E B R = AR
1976 ARG R > H AR SR A (IR A BE R > IN RIS AR Z E I
98 B AR BLAR ISR I > 1984 A7 7E P 4% HHIRF - 58 2R o B VAR YR K
A ) CR04F 1 R A R S ¢ i B8 ) B8 181 A 3] (R BR L) W L BE JEL &
2008/11/05) °

FEH WA 200049 A4 > A0 B GRS 7 B 513 n IR G
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AL RUREL AT T — 35 13 NRIERBEIRR - 2N K22 LR B A B
BB > IR E 28 5 o S SR 2010 4F 8 A #) » 43 il &1 36 W 37 5% 1 #1945
Rlm B A AT T AN RIER R o Hop— R BUFE 2R & 1 >
F3 LI S3 AR At e

22 Rk

th 3C#8 43 (Chinese Section)
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fengbao. (2008, November 5). Retrieved December 13, 2008, from http://www.
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