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Abstract

The literature on media and globalization has in the past been dominated
by two groups of studies: those that focus on the hegemony of transnational
media, and those that emphasize the determining influence of cultural discount
and cultural proximity in audience preferences. The former emphasize the
growing dominance of Hollywood products; in these studies, audiences are
seen as scattered, local and passive. The latter, on the other hand, focus on the
origin of a program as the key determinant of audience preference. When
media products no longer flow “from the West to the rest,” it is time for us to
ask: indeed, to what extent do we know about the audience in this age of media
globalization?

The purpose of this study is to find out how the choice of global vs. local
or regional television programs relates to the audiences’ background and to
globalization factors in three cities located in three major cultural-lingual
television markets of the world: Taipei, San Diego and Amman.

Results of the surveys and focus group discussions show distinctly different
patterns of cross-cultural television viewing. While a large majority of the
Taipei and San Diego respondents cited local programs as the ones they watch
most frequently, those in Amman were split between regional and global
programs. The degree of difference between respondent groups of various
genders, ages and educational and globalization levels in their preference
patterns shows that no single factor can fully account for the variance obtained.
It is also interesting to note that viewing preferences did not have a significant
impact on the way people compare themselves to those from the program-
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producing countries; distance has persisted even in the age of global
communication.

While past studies have tended to lock in an “either-or” model for
examining media globalization issues, findings from this study indicate that the
key to grasping the full picture of transnational television viewing is not to
determine which one of the two, media or audiences, dominates the other, but
to reconceptualize the way each relates to the other. The degree of cultural
similarity, as suggested by the cultural discount and cultural proximity theory,
and of media hegemony, as suggested by the cultural imperialism theory, may
be inadequate for grasping the entire picture of transnational television viewing.
But they do provide some explanations to the reason why audiences cannot
choose to watch programs that are not offered and why program producers
cannot do as they please. Audiences are active, yet “active within structures”;
media are powerful, but their power is not unconditional. The two clash with
and complement each other, and conceptualize, transform and stimulate in a
dynamic, fluid and multi-dimensional relationship—a relationship that cannot
be properly portrayed and analyzed in a dualistic model.
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TR kR ME— I EE  REEIRRERE - B A B DR
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Sinclair, 2000) o B 7 G 7E 2 Bk T35 BRI AN PR 0 BPe oy
(BT 2535 ) 2 A i 5L (West to the rest) © i@ HEAT [ 240 8810 > SEFRAM A
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BB Z A 55 A RIFI AR R B T HARSF A RB B > 5 Ml RE I B[4 ey #E
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DU RY o [F)BE AY > A7 365 0 4 b b (8 f B 00 A5 B o BEL AR 7 R 85 AV 2 4
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?ﬂ Egcd 723% 15.0% 12.6% | 68.5%  183%  13.1% | 69%  51.5% 35.5%
RITHE 15.09% 9.20%% 1882

At mE 2 | AL g &k | AL B 2R

N=409 N=59 N=90 | N=301  N=89 N=86 |N=29 N=214 N=195
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