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Abstract

AIDS is a wide-ranging social problem that can also highlight other prob-
lems in society. This paper attempts to show how Chinese society defines the
relationship between AIDS and the general public through representing the
disease in mass media. News discourse is especially effective in this aspect.
The discussion on AIDS in China can be generalized as having three levels of
discourse: the government’s view that sets the commonly held values; news
discourse; and the public opinions. News discourse, as the main primary infor-
mation source to ordinary people, can be influential to the government’s poli-
cies on AIDS. This paper summarizes the process of news reporting shifting
from keeping pace with the overall feeling of the nation to questioning it.
Considering AIDS as something that affects national development, news
discourse is supposed to have influenced the government policies on AIDS.
While the media was successful in affecting the values of central government,
rumors appeared in 1999, claiming that people with AIDS carried syringes with
infected blood and injecting strangers at public places. Such rumors were then
widespread in Chinese society.

Through discourse analysis, this paper analyzes the AIDS-related news in
Mainland China from 2003 to 2009. It includes three analyses, focusing on (1)
the surface features of news discourses, (2) word analysis, and (3) text analysis
of the news when the rumor came into being. It is shown that when there was
a substantial difference between news reporting and the central government
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opinion in the 1990s, such difference led to an increased fear of AIDS in



Published by The Chinese University Press

HE ORRAER A KRR

society, which in turn led to the spread of rumors. Before 2000, the narrations
by the mass media politicized and moralized AIDS discourses while AIDS was
described as a disease of the Other. Later, through discarding the earlier
pan-politicized color the Chinese government, increasing the quantity of
reports, adding issues, and improving news sources, such narrations became
oriented to the development of the country while the moralization of the
disease was maintained.

News reports about AIDS are contradictory in two ways. First, it appears
that they accept the values expounded by the Chinese government. Second,
about 80% of information broadcast is of low-proximity to audience, while the
rest of high proximity still views AIDS as a dangerous and highly uncertain
disease, and defines those AIDS-related groups as the dirty “others”. The way
which AIDS-related groups are weaved into the news stories with morality
warnings provides a classical example. The second feature lies more
remarkably in reports about the true/false AIDS-affected hurting person. Those
reports represent AIDS patients as a group of people with great intimidation to
others, which strengthen rumors’ topic.
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