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Abstract

Since the reform of marketing, Chinese media produce more diverse
content. The media of various administrations differ in the extent of criticism
against the governments and most local media keep silent on “negative events”
in their own cities but they do cover some of those events and issues in other
provinces. This study attempts to answer one question: how could Chinese
media, under the supervision of an authoritarian state, present diverse news
content? In other words, how do Chinese media’s boundaries take shape?

This paper proposes the concept of bargaining, through which the bounda-
ries of Chinese media are conceived as the result of the marketing media’s
bargaining with the state. For our paper, the state is not treated as an abstract
concept; rather, for media organizations, the state refers to the superior depart-
ment controlling the media as well as numerous institutions and organs on
which the media report.

To examine the formation of Chinese media’s boundaries, the factors that
determine the media’s bargaining power and the bias of news reporting, we
conduct a case study of Guangzhou press. The research procedure includes
three phases. In the first stage, the first author conducted two months of partici-
pation/observation in a subordinate newspaper of A Press Group. In this news-
paper the first author attended two internal meetings and observed four internet
editorial meetings. At the same time, the first author interviewed more than
twenty practitioners. Additionally, three reporters in B Press Group and five
journalists in C Press Group were interviewed. In the second stage, we
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conducted one week of in-depth interviews at Guangzhou where we visited the
director and the general editor of several Press Groups. In the third stage, the
first author returned to visit several informants and learned about the changes
that the new Secretary of Guangdong Provincial Party Committee has brought
about in media.

Our paper inspected the factors that determine media’s bargaining power
or news slanting degree. We found that media’s bargaining power increases
when the power distance and the spatial distance between the media organiza-
tion and the report target are positive. The media’s bargaining power is also
enhanced when the media organization is highly market-oriented, although in
the shelter of its parent Party newspaper. Additionally, the media possesses
more bargaining power when the leaders of the media organization are journal-
istic enterprises-oriented and when the news issues have a low threat level
against political legitimacy. Our studies also summarize bargaining strategies
within the micro-level of media organization, including the combination of
propaganda and news, the interpretation of news events from a positive facet,
the writing of news from the academic perspective, and the principal of objec-
tivity.
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