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Banal Global Imagination:
Multi-nation Stories and International
Organizations in Television Foreign News

Francis L. F. LEE

Abstract

The process of globalization has led to increasing interconnectedness
between different parts of the worlds. But to what extent and in what ways
does television foreign news reflect this reality of globalization? This article
employs the concept of “banal global imagination” as an entry point to tackle
the question. The emphasis is on whether and how globalization has become
the basic assumption behind news contents. More concretely, this study exam-
ines multi-nation stories and international organizations in television foreign
news. An analysis of television news of 16 countries shows that the percentage
of multi-nation stories and international organization stories remains low. It
shows that globalization has yet to become a basic assumption behind much of
news contents. At the same time, there is no relationship between country char-
acteristics and the extent of multi-nation/international organization stories in
television news. In contrast, at the level of television station, we find that tele-
vision stations with more foreign correspondents, stations less reliant on adver-
tising revenue, and stations in more diverse media systems are more likely to
cover more multi-nation stories and international organization stories. The
theoretical implications of the findings are discussed.

Keywords: banal global imagination, multi-nation stories, international organi-
zation, foreign news, comparative analysis
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% o QL HERE > #RUI A T 4L & 2 %K Anthony Giddens (1991: 64) ¥T 20 4F
AT BRI A E 2% - [ IR SRR +L & BRSEA5 %5 1) > (IS AH R AR
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500 B 1 A R B B R > 59 — 41 & B2 58 Roland Robertson (1992: 8)
AR E R > whom 2RI ARG ALY B 4G DA S A A — 1
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By LM T A BRAL [ 7R g > 8 25 AT — 2653 SR 0 7 B 1 43 A fe A
{r] 3 25 5 e A B [ 2R AL | A9 F+5% (W Deluca & Peeples, 2002; McFarlane
& Hay, 2003; Lee, 2008) o 73 4h » 7E—LL 4045 BH AL 5 BLAE 58 09 4F i Ff A
R S L e R R BOE > BEAR [ 2Bk | —w R ue B Hi R
FAW R A YR B KNS E SO T2 ERE IR IR H B
iR 2 50 SR R = S I e [ A R PE IR S5 4R (global
media events) ¥ 73 T (41 Giffard & Rivenburgh, 2000; Lee, Chan, Pan &
So, 2002; Latham, 2009) ° AN#& » Z<BF 5T BT 43 B ) 32 A 2 58 B 0 A1 e
BH 2% W] 28 3R a R BRAL » IRAS R 2 BT I A B AT R [ A sk | 9 3 W
B A o AUFEE RN 2 DA £ B0 0 F 15 > RP 2 [ i % [ B 4
SR B . RR [ 2Rkt 8 — e B EA S KR E Ll HE T
I 507 [ A 72 1R 1 BE AR % o FE R LTS i T Billig (1993) K
[ AR A R % 7% | (banal nationalism) %& —#& > AN 9% A9 BE 1 26 m]
DARAE S [ AR 2RI 4845 | (banal global imagination) °

OO E SRR TR SR AR ARG L IE S DL K B T A [
MR A AR ER 2 BRI BRAIR - 248 > A SCEr sk r B8 nY WF 78 P RE AR Bk o
Horp s A S IR il 819 [ AS B8 00 2 BRAL AR ) 78 A SR — iR 1 1)
W% e A 25 A 9 1 T L > 0 L Y (B O 3 0 4
HoE H 2 ) B K 48 — 85 I (Galtung & Ruge, 1965; Chang, 1998) o
A SCIRAR B AR IR 7T B RE AN > oA T 5 45 L 16 18 (2 58 F b [ 1Y) 7B
PRI BT ] o SRR AN vl s A 9 9% B A0 B R SR AEOR o

TRENEZR{ICEBHK

Billig (1993) 7E (AR M R F28) —F > F5 2 Tl Rk £38
B BRI AM R E4E > HEGANGRIBER ] 8 Rik] 24
A A SR E M > FRMR K R Rk T 26 o 15 SR e B R
R B e X > IREL TR B R 2R B A S AT DL 2 AN HE AR Y
7 AT A B R A TS A ER BT E b 1 A0 R S AE BUR R AR AN A
R AMY B ~ AT B SR DB e i RS UL s R
RSB H o W AERE > BURAKEN TR SRETERIN
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8 1F T B B8 B A EZ 0 (Lee, Lee, He, Lin & Yao, 2009) o 2557 % 454575
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HOER) AT By T AT )~ TE AT ] - DA S [ BB ) > A B ik
TA R T — o B GBS — R R > R S A 1 A2 AR A — 1 b
T EH T AETE R — B K 2 17 B 7 B R R A B R A AE i —
B B AL g 2 v o BT & B9 M B HE AR N
b B [ 2555 R DA H ) 8] (Nerone & Barnhurst, 2001) ©

T JEE > [ % i P %) WA S 4 R A > T DA B A o AN A A
BUERE T 2L B9 E BUE YR 2 A8 ST 43 A 519 5 Hh 7 T A1 £ B A S AR
b B—H EWMCEMERS G > 2EIEEEANER > ERAREH
A b 7 T AL B A - BRRBR A ) A A LA B B X 2 (Giddens,
1991) o FEREIE UL » 20 5% o G o Ao v o 25 [ I 8 ) P05 ) > ol 9
SR B — B R s T o [E9K > — RIHr R il 5 0 2 A
Bl K » A —E R EAR e B R A AE o W R R — 58 A e
S B T YLLK DA R S5 ) < i o £ o AR B T ) Bt o R A {1
B HAMB SR o [F]IRF o SEE R — R o B T B BR A 1) S AE B
WA e BB W H B K BE o W97 41 7 W [0l B > 7 R e e 4o HR
s R B R — A A IR b ] A A S o R R A B K B BAR AN
K> ABAE— LBk 2 B AR wp > 0 o) B A V0 RO AS T RN A St
Rz FRIBR o TERE WHOEHESE 2T > Bl 2 B 0 25 D) AH B 1 I
FEHGHEZ (Lee et al., 2002) o {HEEFHUAT > FE2BRICIHHAT > B
B P B 5 2 2 IR B 8 1) S R B TG > SR [ AR S B s o
Z ATk ] i A gt A 6 - IR K 2 s — 8 120 5 1 (2 s i ()
(0 LB E % b > R S R R R K B O IR E A BT R
BZ M E - WM A A 200 AR E R L2 5K > 5k
B N AT BRTE AR 2 N T —F [ 2 kib ] I En S -

55 o (AR PR AR AR 0 O > AN n] B A R R AL ) — T B o
Benedict Anderson (1991) $5 i > BLACH & ¥ B 5 09 FE=2 A HARE -
Horb 55 B 502 A PR A EHERY (limited and sovereign) o {H A ER{b
MBS JE » IE BB K ERETS A T PR R A T A B BOR B i R R >
A A R o 1) L AT~ n el S B A Y A AR > R A BT
R ERBEAL AR IR R TS 5S> ARTR BN W) B0 K L [R] & 4 sl 8 A48 i v
AR o FEBIEULT » B R BUN A E T2 AE T EME ] EAF & Z W (Held,
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1995; Habermas, 2001) o [a] i > 8 52 BUR e 2R A B B 6 R A3 SR 2 I
HEPATEY A o (H AL AL AR AR > 5] 20 2 B A SE RN AS [R5 AL 1 (2 P
AL > B B Y A A o AR Kapur (2002) 1Y [ FE - B 4H
AR E B > AR TAM AT AR 22 48 0 N 28 5 I BRUAS - B AN TR Y
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FEATE Y& B o] DA A S B AT S A B o 5 —Jr i AR
BT B B PV 1Y IF BURF AR A - RIPRE 5 25 B R T IR AN ) & > R B B
FhEr ot A AR R R L o A Ak B SRR AT E > NI 1) B R BUR
Lo LAECIRE 7% g BB 1Y 199 B AL 45 e o JBE 7 (Tarrow, 2005; Della Porta,
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T LA B AR By e M B AN 5 FAM AR AT LA SRR & DL A 2 o A
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E 22 18 657 PR e 1) o AL A 2 T ) BRAR 2 81 > AP I 4 5 i IR 45 1
AN AT PR PR 2 e TR B - 0 > IRIMATLAR R W
SR e P AR A PO BT T > A R AR o SRR > AR R A
7 A P AR AT S B AL o AT A MR PR RE > AT DA GR R AP BL 21 B
YT ) 38 7 R S ke A A S [ 50T P 1 R ) AL o AR - AT
A ) B i SR ) B R IR ) R AR P — R S 2 I ]
Do B B AL AR I AL o BT LAFRAMIAR H A2 — A AT S P

RLB: B ERLZEAKEAGABNFTHECENFHER LI EREES
FWHALE ?

3B 25 R0 A IR I R T A0 25 ) O 4 e 80 5% 07 PR O 1) (4810 0 Galtung
& Ruge, 1965; Chang, Shoemaker & Brendlinger, 1987; Johnson, 1997,
Kim & Barnett, 1996; Swain, 2003; Wu, 2000, 2003) ° %5 L& fff 5% 5 !
[ K % A ) S A A Ty 1B R ) S AR o s R ) R
— 5 TR A AR B R 2 TR BAAR (A8 07 R 6 B2 & 5 Ik - 5
— 7 Th] A B 7 #4618 2 %) o AR ) o T R o — {18 2 A A
H > R — B REA SRS ETEEM ] (prominence) o [FIFZEH > 15
Fl Wallerstein (1974) () [ 5 R 4% | # 5w > sReB I F5 H A L8 E
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