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Abstract

This study intends to investigate the tabloidization phenomena in interna-
tional news in two Taiwan television stations, TVBS, a commercial 24 hours
news channel, and PTS, the Public Broadcast Service in Taiwan.

We content-analyzed a total of 221 international news stories and gener-
ated the following finding. First, political topics appeared to dominate Taiwan’s
international TV news, though tabloid topics such as disasters, scandals, human
interests, entertainment, and sports news also occupied a large proportion.
Secondly, commercial stations were more vulnerable to tabloid news material
both in news topics and news perspective than public stations. Thirdly, visual
packaging techniques such as background music or computer animations were
not often employed in international news in Taiwan. Finally, news of devel-
oped countries and developing countries had higher degrees of tabloidization
than less developed countries.

Keywords: tabloidization, international news, sensationalism, television news,
infotainment
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S > TIREIEAEHEAE o

T [0 % T S 2 1) e S T B 5 1 IR 221 /NERAL 1) BE SRR I 22 B
B 1E o /ML (Tabloidization) J& — + — tt 42 55 45 58 B /) # 2% (Barkin,
2002) > & /N AL DARE > SEAE 3% B {14k (Penny Press) DA K [ #5858
£ | (Yellow Journalism) > DA% 5] 70 % 5l f ol 17 46 BLIEAZ 1) 3 i SC
b -
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