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Linkage politics in Chinese TV foreign news:
A Study of Xinwen Lianbo of CCTV

ZHOU Baohua

Abstract

News is classified as domestic or foreign by whether news events occur
inside or beyond national boundaries. The two types of news are often studied
separately, and researchers seldom explore how domestic and foreign news are
related to each other. This paper applies the concept of “linkage politics” to
explore the interconnection between the inside and the outside within the
context of foreign news production in post-reform China. Based on a content
analysis of CCTV newscasts, this paper argues that the party-state power
harnesses foreign news for domestic purposes by a number of operational strat-
egies, such as self-prioritization, setting foreign news as comparison, and mini-
mization of “sensitive” news. These strategies are aimed at legitimizing the
existing political institution and facilitating internal cohesion. The findings will
be discussed in relation to the context of China’s social as well as media
reform, which is characterized by a form of marketized authoritarianism.

Keywords: linkage politics, foreign news, Chinese television, CCTV, Xinwen
Lianbo
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