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A Study of Biased News Coverage during the
2000 and 2004 Presidential Elections

DZWO Tzong-horng
LEE Chun-hsien

Abstract

This study examines three major Taiwanese newspapers’ coverage of pres-
idential election campaigns in 2000 and 2004. Content analysis was used to
find out if fair and balanced electoral news stories were distributed across three
newspapers. The results revealed that “structural bias” had been embedded in
all three newspapers during both presidential campaigns. The incumbents or
their running camps were covered in more favorable tones than the rivals in the
electoral news stories across most coding categories. An interesting finding is
that the peaceful handover of central government in 2000 had considerable
impacts on newspapers’ coverage in the election campaign of 2004.

Keywords: presidential election, Taiwan election, media bias, content analysis
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