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NGO’s Media Agenda Building under State
Control: The Case of China

ZENG Fanxu

Abstract

This article examines two cases: APP’s deforestation in Yunnan and the
Yuanmingyuan plastic membrane project to describe the process of media
agenda building by ENGOs in China. The study shows that an NGO may
successfully build an institution-challenging media agenda, gain media access,
and influence the media frame if it devises a set of flexible media strategies.
This paper concludes that media is an important political resource for NGOs to
gain legitimacy and to expand their autonomy in China. Through the case
studies, the article examines the seeming paradox of state-challenging NGO
issues appearing in Chinese media when it is still strictly controlled by the
state. How are these media agendas built through the interaction between NGO
and media? What are some of the implications of these interactions for civil
society developing in China? In a broad sense, this article illustrates not only
NGO strategy in building media agendas, but also the logic of Chinese media
reporting on, or as part of, those agendas. These phenomena are very important
for us to understand the change of the relation between the NGO (civil society),
media, and political institutions in such a post-totalist society.

Keywords: media strategies; media agenda building; NGO; social movement;

civil society
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