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Reconfiguring Media Discursive Space:
Thirty Years of Discourse Change for Popular
Newspapers in Mainland China

SUN Wei

Abstract

Taking a discourse analysis approach, this paper examines the changing
trajectories of popular newspapers in Mainland China since 1978, focusing in
particular, on how the social subject has been constructed in such changes. It
shows that the social subject served by popular newspapers has evolved from
“reader” to “townspeople”, “citizen”, and “petty bourgeois.” Through such
changes, popular newspapers have contributed to reconfiguring the discursive
space for and on the media. This process reflects not only the changing state-
society relationships in media arena of a transitional society, but also the

dynamic interaction between media change and social change.

Keywords: popular newspaper, media discourse, social subject, townspeople
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