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Election Interpretations, Post-election Campaign,
and Institutional Repair: The Case of the 2004
Legislature Council Elections in Hong Kong

LEE Lap Fung Francis

Abstract

Critical media studies have generally considered the media as subservient to

the existing power structure of a society. Because of the characteristics of the

news production processes, the embedded-ness of the media in the political

economic systems, and/or the working of the dominant ideology, the media tend

to privilege the viewpoints and reinforce the legitimacy of the established

institutions. But what is the relationship between the media and “established

institutions” in a society experiencing political transition? This article examines

this issue through a case study of post-election discursive contests. The victory of

veteran activist Leung Kwok Hung (nicknamed Long Hair by the media) in the

2004 Legislative Council elections in Hong Kong was widely regarded as

presenting a challenge to the establishment. How did the media report the election

result? How did public discourse interpret the meanings and implications of his

victory? If Leung’s victory represented a challenge to the establishment, how did

public discourse articulate the contents of such a challenge? This article

reconstructs the “post-election campaign” of the 2004 Legislative Council

elections to illustrate the phenomena of public opinion construction and

institutional repair. These phenomena have important implications on how we

understand the relationship between the media, public discourse, and political

institutions during Hong Kong’s political transition.

Keywords: institutional repair, election interpretations, post-election campaign,

media discourse, public opinion
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