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An Alternative Framework for the Analysis of
Media Deviance: The case of Southern Weekend

LI Xiaoqin

Abstract

This paper examines representation of peasants and urban migrant workers as

a marginalized social group in Southern Weekend, China’s top-selling

metropolitan weekly. It examines media deviance as reflected in the journalistic

and rhetorical devices of legitimization in the weekly’s political discourse. Using

content analysis and in-depth interviews with journalists, this case study serves to

identify the media strategies that bring “hidden transcripts” into “public

discourse”. It departs from traditional sociological analysis of media deviance by

adopting an alternative framework to analyze this process embedded in political

tension in a non-democracy with a dying, or at least diluted, core ideology.

Keywords: media deviance, alternative framework, Southern Weekend, political

discursive negotiation

The Chinese Journal of Communication and Society, 2(2007)
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