Copyrighted material of: School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong;
School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist University (2017). Published by: The Chinese University Press.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

(EfFEteLa) . (4) %408 (2017) © 135-168

HEmX

[HTEE O | AR HOE B 2 ook
F P v B D g 12y ik 1K P A Y LR T 58

JEfREE T

LR S

[H A FAF B RARE LR LA iR e B AN L3
A2 o RAFGREBH P E KEIZRRLGNESH KR E =2,534) -
MRS B | AR CHE TR E RG0S [HEREr g
B Y HEREFHCERATRAAAFHB LY ESENR
oA BEBGAANLLERALEFERE FHHRXTE M E o KUK
PrEdBEMEE  ARTOFHERFFHR AL  AHAER A
THRAEBR MR EF BRI c ATHRARE - B - Sy
A EWg P S AR A G o AT FE RS a9 RN S T
FE o WA R 0 IR e AR T R SR AT R E A e AR
RABFEHE R A TR F R LS A A L35 o 4
T ST M AGABF P B3R o AR I B e T AT BIRAGY [F74E
PEM L BA R EATT 350 o

Mats : AR RS T HMEX LB AR LR

JEIfEAE A5 BB B e B e b R BB > {5 B BT O ] o BF
FUHLER RS BAL 2 R BL R EOR AL AR BRI A - LR TS -
T : zhoubaohua@yeah.net

P AT o S B o A0 KB BRI 7T 0 R T B 1 AR o WO BELER - T A
5%~ IR o FEES ¢ Ivshuning @ gmail.com

s SCHER H W 2016423 H 21 H o G sCiZ H# - 20174E2 4 13 H -



Copyrighted material of: School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong;
School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist University (2017). Published by: The Chinese University Press.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Communication & Society, 40 (2017), 135-168

Special Issue Article

Exploring Agenda Diversity in New Media Events:
A Comparative Study of 12 Newspapers across China

Baohua ZHOU, Shuning LU

Abstract

Mainstream journalism has reacted to the proliferation of new media events
in China. The current study focuses on agenda diversity as a core concept in
the systematic analysis of the content of the news coverage of new media
events (N = 2,534) reported in 12 Chinese newspapers. The findings revealed
that new media events, which are sometimes regarded as controversial and
sensitive issues in China, were largely incorporated into the news coverage by
mainstream newspapers. However, the manner in which the newspapers covered
such events was limited, unstable, and fragmented, depending on the
newspapers’ socio-geographic locations and journalistic paradigms. In terms of
internal diversity, newspapers in eastern China covered more diverse new media
events than those in western and central China covered. Moreover, the internal
diversity of new media events covered by the party media lagged behind those
covered by market-oriented media. Furthermore, the discrepancy of internal
diversity between party and market-oriented newspapers in the same locality
was much greater in central or western China than in eastern China. The
analysis of external diversity revealed a fragmented pattern; more than four-
fifths of all 1,488 new media events were reported by only one newspaper. The
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newspapers in western and central China showed higher external diversity than
those in eastern China. Market-oriented newspapers were more likely to
converge in terms of their coverage of new media events, issues, and types than
party newspapers were. The implications of the findings and recommendations
for future research directions are discussed.
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