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Special Issue Article

Media Strategy of Social Contention in China:
Comparing Environmental and Land Requisition
Protests

Yugiong ZHOU, Yunkang YANG

Abstract

Media strategy is a key factor in shaping the outcomes of social contention.
Based on a meta-analysis of 40 mass incidents from 2009 to 2014 and a
comparative study of two well-recognized cases (i.e., the Panyu and Wukan
incidents), we situated our study in China’s particular media and political
ecology. We analyzed the micro-processes in which the environmental and land
requisition protesters in these incidents used three distinct media strategies (i.e.,
mediated contention, connective leadership, and media co-empowerment and
circulation) for different purposes at different stages of collective action (i.e.,
consensus mobilization in the early stage, action mobilization in the middle
stage, and social mobilization in the late stage). We also discuss the functions
of new media in the game playing between activists and mainstream media. We
suggest that the coordination between the old and new media will play a greater
role in future social contention.
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5l

PLFPEBUA (contentious politics) B 48 B 5 o B BLIE 41 € B2 i LR
I (T2 > 2010) o P EIH BB SR EERRUR > S8 NBUR 1Y
HEREVE S 1993 4F119 8,700 11 - & T3] 2004 4119 74,0001 (241 FF
BE > 2005) o 1 % i BUFAE 2006 AR TFE 9 B > AR RAEE M 10 8 - H
o B I (R b R 7 4 ) e S S (B R SR R TR S R
PR (B AL B BE > 2013) > R I B AR R A0 47 S5 0 B 2 2 Al 0F 95 1) A
2o BEEHEFAR SN N B BT RS AR 5T D P B A BT
B S PE R 2 o AL - BUAE - AJVE SR WA T T
FTB RIS AN 6 5 RS R R MMER o BIRATEI RG> 58 H R
T ITK%H1F | (O’Brien & Li, 2006) ~ [ AL | (F A > 2004) ~ [k
BPiFr ] (EWGH > 2008) ~ [LAIBEHLF ] (4RUT > 2008) ~ TRAFHLF] (E
A > 2010) ~ [RENBTF ) (FIRAE > 2011) 45— RIS - &1
BEOR W > T £ BE i 4E 8 4T B HE 22 1) B 9% BSR (Benford & Snow,
2000) # J& 1z F 7 43 A o B B 5 v RS RE (B2 AR > 2009 5 BB
2014) > WFIEF ISR T B R SO AL R R RE Y O (RS -
wAEE AT > 2015)

BELPY 7k A AR 1 HoE) 22 AR T Ak S EAL ~ B BEREIL - AR
SREGEAL | W3 B JEU AR - B Ak e R A S [ e A A - JE
HEE - RBEA I (BIBE > 2009 5 ZBBLIE - 2013) o BERGYEEAOALAR
B B AR KRR DR A AL — R RB A8 E
R P~ IR R B B - AR S R E S —B
SR AL F A b R T B ) AR o UL > WA R PR AR S
FEHE VRO [ AR | R AT s i AL 2 o BRI At & - 4t
FHEMT GEERMG) 17 (TTE) ) B 2 A 28 H 42 %5 ) > 2k
SO B SRR A BT R - R B NMEEBIEHA Y
15 | (media field) A7 B T/ & 2 AT HCEAL G HLF 00 > 0 B BIESA
[ 45538 ) A AAFS 2 4] 1) R A Y D DA il B B e 0 0 5 5 5 s A
1TSS (Chadwick, 2013) ©

R EE A L Ath B2 ) 314 7 8D SR WS R 56 S SR M Y B AT 5 (G BB R A
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MRS > A R SURA R > FEREEE DA A > 2 E i
A4 o PRI > FRAM PR G R A EL - S BE R ~ SR pF A 2
I [F] A BR PR AN O A R A S P AOEA T AR 5 P > B 5L SR A A
(7] BAH 5L 2 B > 0 AT IS SR W2 B e 0 1) AN ] 8 Bl B AT B 2
BICakE B - ATEh B B E ) B RE B AR I IR
BRI T A B TR UG N N ATEARE ] o A AR > AP E
AEZ) ) tH 20092014 4 ] v B AL S FTFF O AL [ 5 > A BRI & 4R
HRR Sk R > 2 AT DI AT A A S Al 5 I I A SR 1) 2 e
B (E AR RIS LAEZE > Fy AR AR AT 50 SR (1 Bl T A -

Bk aR
WA R s

FraB A S wg > BIATE) 3 AR B A R R A E BT B AR
A IR AEATE) B ARG AR FE o A RN B PY At e B e i [
JE B B M5 | (resource mobilization) (Freeman, 1979; McCarthy & Zald,
1977; Tilly, 1978) —[RAHK > ‘BB HTF2 BN - 25 THBFH
R A B R RS AT B o 2R G DI R EELS T &
A~ NSy 3% THEAHEAE (Jenkins, 1983) o FAMGEL - fEAITFE W
() EEBEARLER A3 > I IR AN L B s TR (ol A S e - )
B RS > BRORETEIE BN BEE 7 AR DL ST RE S ) A 1A
MNIREWR o ARG E > TGRS B S 0T R E A
Az B B —— W SR ASTE 2B T | 25 5 BB S T R Y A A R
(] T A 0 e A ) 58~ AL BB~ RT R EEERME - [ORR ) 0 A B 2 Y
HREE) > FRAMBEAR SR A T ) A SR ) B AR AR

WS FNH A B (2016 < 47) 42 i 1 [ 154 28 0 | A ARE 45 [ 8 A8 5 A=
REEI TR | - SO 2 00 2y N2 R, ~ 5 i 7 W o) R i — KT
g1 o FAMM BT I BEEATB) B AR R e A AR R b > B AT B A
TR TH ~ BAFRE / REFN G AR E IR B R B H B
] B B L 3 HA o HLBE 5 > A K RIS T80 T A b4t
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TFrJ o AL SCHR RS A0 [ R G T ) DA R B R SR S [
HERAGER 18 =8 AT HESEE P B BT O B SR A T AR LA A 4 o

B I F

FEAL S E B W REAL AU VPE 5 > AR A G T A o th A
ML - BN E (EIEEHIERE - g suibs) ~ PBHE (BIE415K
FRE - BRI SE) AL R (B RCE W AR~ R ()
W55 A R BT > 3 U 5 S I A o R SR A AL A B A R AR R AT
B B BLAL e G (454 2 7 Scheufele, 1999) o % 4% bk (Gitlin, 1980)
(A8 LA FT R > o DA G 1 8 v S o e I e A S T 32 B 1960
SEACH T A IR R o TEREANBIRERI T TR T > T A g
PUFHA T8 B A A TR 0 22 R A )

B P B AL G LT R R T IR EA Y - 478 B 2 AR
FREBMRE N o ATE)E AT ERL G Ao R K
B[ A BT ] AR B A B B AL AR B (FR 3% > 2007) ~ 1TEE) B
(B3> 2012) FAk & @ B (BRRAE - &05 - 81 =] > 2013) - s
LEg W RNk R M i S e AU e i S N N e L - A A
Wl T R4 BEA PR (B35 > 2015) © DA20104F9 H #8/E
(BRI S 0 o A SCOR B S 0 ) R B 1 T LT 5 R AR T
A 2 Q0T S N MR 0 T 2 [ B R AR 55 AR A 25~ 48 ) il
IS A B AL S Y 19— ) (B AESC > 2012 1 129) > AR (BT
FHUA ] (5 > 2015) o AWM T 25 S L TR > a2
B - 2B - L& EEE ] (Michailidou, 2010) 34 BHEA (L 41 Fr 03 72
DA TR PRE ~ JE B A% - Bh B s il (R - 3588 > 2010) SR
AL TR B o WAL 5 HA SRRk B KR 1E B
0 [ BLRE R RG | - RHEER T b3 8T 7 5 1R B L F-46 T [ 261k | 35
Mo ARH FRBIEE T B R B - BT A B U AT [ R
B EE A | o nT MBI > B UM B RGRIE BB I UL B > KR
BT H R BB E 0 IR D > o 2 A IR HURE (] B 3] B H W Y
g > AP T O 0 (B - R > 2015) o
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i AR )

A EE IR IEN AL G T BT KA B ORGS0 A (B > FR AR A A IS
FAFWRBL) > HAVESEE ) ARG A - BN TE AL
ZEIEHE (DA B B2 AH B & FE ICT T ) A B B E B E i - 3
ATEY AR > B R AR E B AR 6 > HRELRE 8
MATENE) B0 T H - BikE — B 3l N2 a2 (%50l nT 2 1 Garrett,
2006; Huang & Sun, 2014) o {E 15 % & 09 52 - 75 o B [ 48 45 B e 1 %%
(networked authoritarianism) (MacKinnon, 2011) B K& = F » [FAEEZ 2
AR 2 A T %) T B A e R A 7 B o P A G IR R S ) 2 ] 2

PEBTHi A0z B 2GS A B - BT HS OU 2B ) Bk
28 WA SRR A 0 R B - T o 2 Ak 2 48 ) 4H 4k 45 49 19— 83 (Diani,
2015) o BEJEHFFNZERE A% (Bennett & Segerberg, 2012) i i 4 45 417 &)
(connective action) & — M Sk B L 45 1 FEBL 478 (collective action) %
S M EBEEN ST AR STESME A R EM T AR
TRAFR B BB T At e d 2 AR - (B2 > H Aoy 7S R T sk
FEBE | AEARMMNE - PR ERAERAEE S 0 afEt
R BB AR « A K S R A R AL o == T D e g
Mo~ A M 52 BT E 7 ] (production) ~ [T 4% ] (curation) DL K[54
(integration) ¥ I GE (Bennett, Segerberg, & Walker, 2014) > {ifi #1. & %H &)
=R b B A ERE s B [EE SN A - TEHE & |
PLR TR B Fe R % ] o (15 — 42 A9 2 > b {"] (Bennett & Segerberg,
2014) M AT FRAE FLLEATEY A% —/NER A TED B SE R T N [ AR E I A
[ A TR R ER 4y AR > i 4 5 18 f2 48 4% 0wk 5 1 R 7 75 48 ) (Stop
Online Piracy Act and Protect IP Act) ' K i #4 RN A 2 H KRB
iR o 1 A D kU 2 2 (4 Della & Valeriani, 2014; Gerbaudo, 2012, 2016;
Poell, et. al., 2016) HIEE 2 [ & 1A A2 A #2047 A B 52
T 2 FH B G HE 1 o0 1 OR W M 3 2B 58 B o AP S 3 A T4 SH
4 | (leaderless) ~ [ H#5VE | (spontaneity) LA X[ fi *F{k | (horizontalization)
B R 7% > NI 4R o [ 8 4 SE 2 N ] (connective leaders) 1 [ B 5t 8% % |
(digital vanguards) % #E A Hi5 AT IR B F+-484 -
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FAMGEF o BESR v B A D A A T O B RS PE S (SR 3 SE )
2HHHBEESZEIE BB G IRE —— Regigdony [ aspk ] —4
I b > BARARE N INR S —— (HAEBE AR TP F MR EATE KR Z A
BRI T M ORI R A B G o MM AR AR 5E 26 £ QQ BT -
AR~ PN GUE S5 [ Rl G AL A ) ARk S8 AR S B (k-
A > 2014) o FRAMFE 2 75 R G 2 At A IS T A A0 ) SR ek > B
[ %8 42 4 46 %5 /7 | (connective leadership) o [ %8 224 | B8 BLAE LA T W9 1
i — > BEETA - BREKNEERE S0 HEERR I
BT 6 EEETE A R EOS R AT I AR AR AT E)
oo DA DUOR TR - S0 By R A (R N I A A% BRI HEE N PR A A%
(Della & Valeriani, 2014) 5 — » J§% Hu 47 B) 49 4% BLBS B AT B AR BT LA
SR ¢ i EORE B R LT AR T RS S B SR B AP
HEEH BRI EEm B8 B AN F b R B JC & W8
(Howard & Hussain, 2013) o 1fij [ #EzPESEE I | 0 [ SE3E T | RIS BLAE DA
IR - — o O T AR E T IRSOEEEE  A T
() A BH 45 &, (Gerbaudo, 2016) 5 — > # BT F §h i AL (branding) » — 7
FHLF L BUA L - KRBT B > SO — 84T B d s A8 B
B FL ANAL B BB (Poell et. al., 2016) » %5 — 5 [H £ 52 €2 (crowd sourcing)
(BLBE 2 b PE S A ATE) SRS > AR B S L — B AT B HE ZE (Yang,
2016) o FRAM AL 8 52 R 5 A0 20 BT R I A A ) AT SR [
SEAE Ty | R ANl AE R R ) E BT N B EAE Y

BN T R IER

A SRS AR SR BR ST B 5 R R O B SR - R AR T E
RGP M (8 PSP A5 A 0 o AT A 1 [ R BRI N o TR R b M A
G SIS RS T R A R T T | A R R B > S
RESCT B4 )P T B9 ) A9t - 2 P AL e B b o SR A B AR © 1
TUFRO B SE R B g5 LS & AR AR BAR R S| TR B IRER ] >
N ORE B S MBS (8 Bl B - TR - 2014) o AR
T > R A8 T A 2 A A T R R R 2 AR - R R R R R R
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T JE AT P U IR T 1) 2 S U 0 ) > T T RO (B2 %
2009) 1347 By & LR ET RN R BRI H > [REEGF  Em A (
IR > 2011) o REARATE)H R AL & BRI s L A7 2 (PLAnss & ~ Bk
FBE55) o [ELRE 5 2R 1 MOAOBG o » A KR B AR B A > 128 Mk
W TR SR B K ST o T LA v B 3R O T v 7 R A D o
A AR AT Al ] 5 | SR AAR BT SRR R AP U O (i
e R EE > 2011) o ARSI HEME I B 5 BR T BATE) A R
SR AR - BRI B ARG A RAL S R - R B
BEBEUT > A WS R EMNEN TGO & - B R
T TS FC T A A0 D 07 8 A 08 > i = B ol R S R b 7 2l Ty T A

s AR R R

FEr B R B EMATE AL S E B A — KRB R (S
2006) o IEAIHTSCHTA > FUA 0T RO A SRS A 3 08 T R A AR
RE P25 52 5 FRAM A Rl Y e 0 412 4 e 58 2 519 o] o 2 ) 4 R 1 i
2B W0 M BB AT H) 3 IR TR o 3 A A P B A A R
565 4B 119 S B 5 R OB LB S T A O R ) B A R BN (£ 2
B~ BV > 2016) o BHTTAE20164F2 A 19 H =454 B i B 5 TAF e
FREr _LAE o R [ SERIBOR 5 SR G SR O Y S (D 2
PR TR R ~ o RS R ) | [ RS A e R M A
B ] | o MR NP BT IS A L RS 2 ] (A A B I 2 P R A
AEXE 4 22 BEAOZ WA - Sk s ™ B T [ ] R S (R > K P
GRLRE BRI A1 o SCHRERE ) E BLG ) f RE L B S B o BRI R A R
AE H A A ] 2200 1 AEL A 4 BT R 2 B B P ak s A Twitter 3547
B AU > W 2] B S Al-Jazeera (19 22 BiL > {6 T 508 B A B9 (3 B B
BH . MEE TIIZMHA] H T 25 M (Tufekei & Wilson, 2012; Poell,
2014) o FErfE o [ ) oM GRS 22 SR A R4S AT B AT AR A E R > 1
V7 | PrgEaE ) 2 5 s FRAM T B DL SRR 5 A A B [t
A A 2 B A S R o B R A e i ) L R o
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H, © [ ] R AMEERE 0 ol 7y AR B 22 L« R e IO 8 i g
W (CE sy AR S ) R A > M AMERE R 2 -

H, o [ ] A GERE 0Y o S S e B 22 B - P I o e
B NP T BOHE A v | > A3 A 0 BR OR BT T I FE R BT Vg AN
BRI Z -

H, : [ ] R AMERS BB E B A e R 2 1 - REEER g2
67 s SR RN B O [ 3655 HEZE ~ T /Db R SRR 2E 09 [ P I HEZE > i
MR 2 -

A AR AR > FRAM G [ A — R I A - KR I A A
IEERE 1 22 LA L SR I 377 B 1 B A SR G 7 A e o AL T 1Y R 2R 2

WAAE A AL DU TE - AT E ) - B RGBS = KA
S B B AR A B B n9 AR B AR (BD > RORY Lk & - ey
TTENE B AL e B B) IR > RERESE > WA R LS
TR N TE S RER AR o FEH R - RO SR EkE) B R [ IR A AR AL
AT S ATE) | > G R AR F RS > R B AR P A A AR 5 B AR
1k o B ATE) A AR QQEE - TE IS AR A A AL A 1
FHBEH SR BEBW & TR R R R ILE -
FRIEEA AR o AEP A > B T EBUERATE) (AnEh ks g - SRR B
WATHOE ) W B B B S A7) A28 ] IRp (0 R B 10 R (R A R
78 A0 T 1Y) EL B AR BR A S R WG B -~ BEEE o FEMR
B TR BER R A2 AR oK I P F ot 2 2y At g SR F AL g ) o HI
Foo BRI P KA A > R A AP A TR A B
44 (Kellner, 2003) [ 7€ 76 /) [ 154 2781 | (media spectacle) £ T #5 B
AR o FRAMAG BEEEE A TE R — A~ HAREUR AR SR 2 B e A
eS| 2009 4F- 7 1 B IR BEBE 1A 2011 4F S IR = F AR
AT 28 LR > 2 M e S R 3 R 10 AN ) B B - A7 8 3 2 T A/ = KSR g
Z TRV B Y B AR B 48R o
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BEKRE

BB A AL e B R AL T R R TR AT R
B > 20 20 A B P COK 5 2 4] > AR [l 2% R ~ % e Bl o Bb I KK IR
(Cai, 2010) 8 4E T 1994-2007 4F- ] 7£ 27 I &5 95 4= 19 266 L HF 8 1 44
PEBIA M B 5 W Y A8 AT 40T > i HE AT 580 2 R |l 7 BURT B T 2R 2 B 5
RN BRGE o BLAR A B ZS3 YT (O’ Brien & Li, 2006) 3% 1994-2004 4[]
W A AR RS T A T B AT > BB A PN A T B T R R R 1
R R A B M ) B M ) 2 T SR 2 BRORR Ao > AR AMER B O R
fi o MHZ T > GRS F R K2 AF AR R R PR B
(AR T RN LG » WERSEEE A (2015; 2016) HAFBEHL F
LA REE Y 22 220020 HT > A TEE (Yang, 2016) 3557 fhE Bl Bk RE B 6 &6 1
2 150 AT o FER—TRIBF L Bl » A A B 2 201556 0 b B
R SR G LU A e ale > ST M F R A RS R BV A £ -

5y T HEAT 2 %A 53 B > AP H FH LexisNexis Academic 1 25 £}
Hr R %E W KB # > DL environmental ~ land ~ protest » China > B{EZ £
O ~ B ZE - RERE S RS > 19 2R 2009—2014 4 [ B AR AE R S A Ah
B T B P S R R B 22 BRI A
A K AH B B4 4,167 J oB SCHUE o WD FT A AOE BRI > 340 T B R
7 (2008 A HL > 20 R AN > BROR BRI E 58 ) A TR > A
[ 19 inter-coder reliability 2 %] 83% > #1318 7 A /EE M IHE > &R AM
KR FHm AT MAERE 5| o IRME - WMALIEIE AR B 4,167 W8 M HoE AT
EX ARG o HASTEE LS - Smr - RiE - AN JRBITRIE vs.
BEE e WO ME R A ) - OB T (ROt vs. BROR) - DL RRoE
HEZE (B BT vs. B 56 vs. Hifth) o HpFi U IH T E 5 - B RE—
T —— OB AE S FRAM R T F o AR R B S R (Hhn R
WATR R B O HETR B RRSE ) SRR (L RPVEAH B 3 - e
SBUM AR M AR 45 ~ B 7 SRR S Y A T REE ) B AR A S [
Bl o U0 FoE B A AR B T 2 PR R B B (He s~ R
& - BB SUm S 2 TEEE ] > SRR ek B E ok 4B - HI AR
2% [ HAL ] o B N2 A B BOE - i 2T BRa8H, - H, » Hy » i
[e2] 2% 1 BB P AT 9 ) A
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T — 2 P BB (£ A e 001 oA 88 ) e 8 A A
SR 2009 7 B (A1 2011 SR S R EA TR G Vi o AH B BOPE AR 13 I
B (G QQAE ~ TS - (STIERY (4 2R AR R i 1A A1
MM BEEGE) - FEIFE ik - 2EABE R IHERE C HRLES
TEHGAT B 2 WA AE BEAM L HUTr - M4 VRS ) - A B B B
T SR 2 [ A R R B

B RBRRNENSROGES DM

2009-2014 %5 7S AE[A] > R P i 1A 4/ 10 6 3l ot 0 B R A S M = R 1Y)
R E EE - R () o FEFENHOEREE > LMl
RADEZRAHRE - BB F A0 0 EE L EHR > B WSS
PRAEAE S B > FE LSRR R (AR RS ] JEASR TS > SRR
IEEA 5 A R BRI o A AR AR o T I B TR R [ AT AR ) Bl e DA 485
AR F R R mHEESMNIEEIZOEERXT
> AREEA [ E SR BLE o A K B IS A8 68 A3 B FERS I
FAFRAR — R T BRI B By > A SEBREEL A » A e il g
WA B R R ORAE > 2013) o BN SMERY
A& - HE B IR A B R AR NS YR B R A5 ABUR B T W
BT E H T T/ UREEE | > ol &R & 8 TEARKRRE EEL
PO o R R R e A R I A SR M T R R B
EREAER—ERE KT B RIRAE I EER -

A 2009-2014 45 ] I 2 0 BT R 51 A 0B

PNCL WAL B
B3 el B3 i
AR i S i S e 4 S e S
2009 978 139 / / 67 53 / /
2010 / / 191 30 / / 31 15
2011 227 61 486 70 81 81 514 451
2012 176 35 / / 85 68 / /
2013 234 23 6 3 88 29 3 2
2014 398 53 410 27 157 32 35 19

st 2,013 311 1,093 130 478 263 583 487
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KL sh kst dnia 7 X (R A vs. #8) 21L& (H))

b e — rp ok e L A8 BRI M S iR > FRIMEF] > 2009-2014 78 75
A T 9% 2B 19 40 68 4 L W 5| T R B I AR R 3,106 0 HoE (F-3478
)~ M AMER AT 1,001 FHRE CP27 ) o BEE A EE B
R e I 1 S e PV AR (BT A 85.8% R H B B
A o R E R o A 2 BIBRAR o MR T 44158 CPY L) 5 1 i A1 i
e 1) TR R R AT 29.3% > I 2 AIBRAR > 1B 75008 CEI195) -
R e AR 1 i e 2 g A IR 5 Vg S IR Y R 3R g i K [
B (X° (1, N=4,167) = 1,193.11, p < .001) » H, /55| T %45 -

K e S SN AR 30 H R GRAR vs. #0Ob) 2 (H,)

3 H K e B g A1 I B 3 [R] R ok RS MR S O i o = > FRAMAS 2
AF B SR ) R B - — > K e S 3 IR AR SR 0 O B R A i =
> PN T > ARBROR SRS K R R HoE B A 92/ (145 R
B RAE ) > T g R A S R IR 5 | ) K e I R 2y 61 R (7 e D1
M) o o MAMEEE S RO S RO B RN R CFIWE > &
FEL A B R 5 | 0 i A BE OB 328 (27 R A B R A
W5 | )V A MR R 7 22 5 (1258 RN o A2 » /A % | R AME
B T B R R OB A TE U 22 (BESRETHE E R R A B
M CRREMEES - ¢ (38) = 1.45, p > .05 WG AMNEEES - ¢ (17) = 0.61, p >
05) > H, RAEFR B 7853 SCFF -
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