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Research Article

The Agenda Diffusion Effects of Urban Elite
Media in Environmental Coverage: The Case
Study of China’s Smog Governance Policy

Yajing ZHU

Abstract

The smog problem in China has caused widespread concerns in recent
years and has also promoted a series of policies that have been set up by the
government. A swift transition from coal to clean energy policy is important to
govern the smog problem. In the process of this policy implementation,
multiple social groups participated in the discussion and multi-perspective
opinions were expressed, finally resulting in important policy adjustment. This
study selected four media outlets: People’s Daily, The Paper, China
Environment News, and Sina Microblog, in order to analyze the media agenda
from 2015 to 2017. Lag-cross correlation analysis was used to test the media
agenda interaction during the period of policy adjustment at the end of 2017.
The findings indicate that a significant interaction could be observed in these
four media outlets, and that in the different stages of the policy process,
different inter-media agenda effects could be measured. When environmental
policies raise social problems and then become framed as news events, in the
process, urban elite media can integrate their agendas and promote their
diffusion to bridge public discourse and the official media agenda. Thereby,
they may significantly influence the national official media agenda, which
would then influence the policy agenda.

Yajing ZHU (PhD. student). School of journalism and Communication, Jinan
University. (Joint PhD.) Jinan University & George Mason University. Research
interests: environmental communication, health communication, visual culture,
media discourse.
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2008 4F- b 5t LA & W[ > o A EE B B B G s 0
FR ) 268 T B AR O (AR 5 5 T AL S B > 22 SR05 UL B R B 4 S o
O A AR B N RO 5 B T 2009 4F 11 H - 55 [0 S HE (i £ BH LA AE
HE OO A g H SR PM2.5 SR i R R B SR S B AT
SRR 1) PMI1O BRI 22 S0 L B T vk 5 RS 7 A4 i %
12 Fridk > B A B T B A6 BROF B 2 R ) PMI2.5 A A T 22 SR
B 2014 F AL Bk R CE T2 ) A BLER SR B 0 e g e b
ZRRT = RS TR 150 Bk ) B L o £8 ek DL - SRR A
7 7 ) L L 468 50 A v B o B 1) 2 S SRS o 2 7 B 1 A R
FE o 72 5T5 Yo T RE R N AL B o A T 2E A DA T [ A i B B Y BR A
R — > H I 2 58005 Y ] R . ] DA ) &5 20 11 42 80 4R AR » IR
IR 1] LA 20 o A R 5 SIS A 9 PR R - (FJ: SR T SR AR B AL R 12
S B fa— O A B AL € R R A A T A AL AR - A i
HE R 4T I B R A B B M ) A @ R 2L (R T BRI ORI
AN B R R o

2014454 JEE > B0 H5 e Fb o 7 57 T4 B K SR 95 e 7 36 308 % T o /1
M FEAER B AT IR EOE BB TR TR FEOR - BRI ]
[HEUR ) BUK > 2015-2017 4F 2 75 — BUR REHEAT IR AN =4 » 8 T4
R 2017 AR Rk A 226 > B BOR AT 70 B8 A0 R B B AR ok > Rt g
ZHH - G TSR A R BT A R IS B B EORVE S T
B 20174F12 A 18 H B FK 85tk Z2 e Jb m B2 4750 35 i & > [ 813
e g R B R R S A m B Rs > /RO T E R
TR R BRI - B A o PR R R A - ] (B
AR 0 2017) AEE SRR BOR W ER TR T RS BORINE
HAE - EERERIE RS T EENESER -

FeF B BIAE 2015 F12016 AF AL 2 I8 T A S B B BOSR A 2l R A= 1
RS > B T 2017 AR A 2 7 — 8] R i AR S ) 40 ol 1 o
S8 THEE I Bz B > T ERE - AR - BRI - Eh Al
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o) B f 7o A SO R GRS BORSE AT RASIRLE ) ~ (IR BRSO SR (32
RS ~ QR BB TS Y B B — 86D ~ G 7 9 BF A AE U
BB LR IR - SF45 o AREE > FEiE — AR h > AR AN R Z A A 2 ] F)
A AT T BN B P R AE AR AR B BRAR > B R an e A
2 L

at A o L LR TR 20 THE AT 70 AR - A0 300 A A R A S 2B R
AT~ BB > FRACHT S SR RS < W] [R] B A A 2 sl R s
BRIV > dE — BB R A e 4 ) SRR BT A U
BTERE BB T ESEENTERT B - &R EUR &
FEANRI AR B AC A48 ~ A B2 - T A B 1 TR R B A0 2 3t — Fel
AT RERI T TR o

o [0 B

WM AR R E R

A AR T 7T BILEE 7% 5 I BOA R AH IR A A 5% HLAIG A\ McCombs
A Shaw & i 35 5 B 48 47 158 B0 A% v 1) LS OB S B2 1 T IR Y R AR
B P o AT R R IR G TE A R BUA R AR T I T A
P o LR o S O R AR Y R I T AR RN A BE RGN - A
11 5% 2 A 3R (McCombs & Shaw, 1972) o 73 A 188 45 € B 3% S 20
FESCERIRIOCR » B BRI RERUE IR - 7B Y B AR — Bk
N R ISR FE G BEE 4N (D’ Alessio, 1992; Demers, 1988; Demers et al.,
1989) -

o M A A R B AR I BN SR H] - IR R AR B 2
[H] o 1€20 tH 40 8O AFE AR B 4 - HEHE 2 [H] A AH B BRAR w51 AE T B 78 5 1Y
TR > o #th J7 i 4% RO a8 52 2 B 5K AR AR Y 52 2 (Gilbert et all,
1980) 5 RS RO RE R A A0 - 75 e A0 10 8 A5 B 0007 P R AT e 9 ) Ak
FERCERAE ST > HOANTE B I FH R R b AT [ A 2 B IRy R R N
FR A A A% 8T B (Reese & Danielian, 1989) o Rl £ E M d 53 T4
FEAFTE A AR A DA B[RS 3R 50 2 T R P A A B 2 > ™ 7%
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Z 1 M P (news diffusion) (Rosengren, 1987) » fif H 854 6 A [A] 15
i 2 ] ) L5 (consonance ) A2 A & =54 B 2 9 [ =40 1) T Z245 A (Noelle-
Neumann & Mathes, 1987) o JEiA L > WA iR AE M G B8 B 38— 20 4R 1K
il 2 ] 4 s FE 2 B M BB 2BE Y (McCombs & Shaw, 1993) - Sl 2 it
BB R FE R ® (Inter-Media Agenda Setting) (McCombs, 2005) o

B A DA B A I Y B AEE o A R [ ) R TR BB A M - B
HE 2 TH A BB B A o TR AR PR B T B A R 09 T R 1 2
fig > 20 40 Q0 4E AR I > % B 1Y) M40 i 438 N B 46 sl S S 1 ) &l Y
M EIA A > Sl kA B S R R AR Y SRR R A B S Y 2 (Kaid,
2004; Klotz, 1997; Roberts & McCombs, 1994) ; F A 2000 4T 1 [ 44 %7 758
ST [ S 40T [P0 408 I S TR R AR I S R B > WA 2[R R B Y
(reciprocal ) f A8 [H] s FE 5 B AURE (Lee et al., 2005) - 2 1% > W EAERA#%E
A2 75 AN A B2 Y E T H & BE (Stromer-Galley & Baker, 2006;
Trammel et al., 2006; Williams et al., 2005) o #1521 8 f) 5% F2 5 B 2
FOmMAE NG H o A S R B A R 02 REE SR AE 2016 4F
() 35 B0 AR 4% K b > 62% 1Y 3% BN 4 A A g I B B2 0 B R R
(Gottfried & Shearer, 2016) - HEAh - K§ o A LUK M43 SRS 1O R 25 A
B B A 3 A A0 (5 F 3 > #E S I A 28 - 45 7 A1) Lol 4 IO 5 1
1% A 2 (Farhi, 2009; Parmelee, 2013 ) o 415 5B (14 65 fd 1R 10 5
FEREEAE ) O 4840 Rui A5 » 3 3% 50 AR A0 A 100 4 A 1 IR TP 40 0 bt
R > FLERA R 2 BE 400 57 208 b 52 B ) 8 (Wells et al., 2016) © {H 2
SEEAT S > K2 B 7T R W GO S 05 SR A 3 /5 28 th 0 ol e
7% B fE JJ (Ceron, 2016; Meraz, 2009; Rogstad, 2016; Wallsten, 2007;
Vargo et al., 2015) °

IO [ Y R PR R DR b L AR [ R B MU LR AR > TS A
T AR R BRI e A AR R R — 5643 © Hofstetter Ff-
TE 20 T AL 70 AF AR Hh i A7 A 45 %5 A MER 5L (structural bias) - &2 H
i AR AR RO T S5 R A T T A R R AR D R 2 1 D 1 A 2B 45 i [ 2 3
i) (Hofstetter, 1976) o &M FEH > ¥ & T AR - B3R Gk B H
b B8 0 ) B R 2 R A9 AR EL 52 28 (McCombs, 2004) - A Fj7A

18 SR A 100 0 2 7 7 Bk 2 A RGP [ i LR SRR R e > 207 2B
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R0 ] B PR AR A A 1 A B 1A 1) )T R > ] DA R ) A
7€ (Vonbun et al., 2016) -

Chomsky #2 ) T [ G2 & i # | (agenda-setting media) %8 — & »
S 58 5 L[] ARG S A Al AL A IR ) F CBS FE /2 s e it 1 I e
IR ER > — D7 T 2 48 35 50 R A & VR TR > 2y A IR B s T HE
28 (framework) » 55 — J5 TH MAM 1) 32 WA £ 2y At g B & A L (privileged
people) (Chomsky, 1997) 5 3£ )& & B AL H £ 8k A O'Reilly th4#
A S R ) E 2R MR A I A M I s — EAE S >
b SR8 10 B A 78 — HEZE A A (O Reilly, 2004) o [ KS 95 8 4
" R 1Y) T i v 7 [ L AECRA | Y A £ > R AR R R A KR A R
FE o (HZE— BB R I > LR 0% CHIEA IR0 (2 P R T (] 9
% 3% B ABC ~ CBSHINBC = % & #i & W [H] I [ 87 ) /9 %2 ¢ (Golan,
2007) > PR HORS B 108 1Y) e 0 i 7 30 L T R R B R o

S v B R R A B UL AT SRR B AN A
JEBA THFSE o B (2014) 26507 T 2013 4F £ i S5 38 354 7 PM2.S 1) ¥
2% > BB CNR H 0 B PM2.5 [ #OE  FE & i o /e Gt H ) -
BB H 30y ~ R RO 55 3 T I A R A5 i > 4 5 | B2 4% & AR
by T AR R ] R RN R A > At ER AN R H ) 7R B WO SRR
w B B MR o T8 B AR B B 5% A B A R ) 5 — IR [H] M ERU B K
LR ) 1 B4 R AT 43 5 L[] R Al 8 B Rl A T3S ACAKORE | (spill-over
effects) » ' CAR H R AR L 6 32 2 DI A0 S22 - %8 B (2013)
AR T R dr AR T D ~ CANR H 3oy F CRH H i) 3 PM2.5 5 & 1Y
A PE IR B A A M T AR AR R R AL - R
1) i B o) ) S A (R 1) iy 2B S0 AN R HE 2R A B > AR AE B HE 2R 1Y
[FA | HRREIE R T B E) - (R &R 0 i ah B AE L 8 0
AT T A A A [ LSRR o A IS A B A R R R
IR 53 2 W R — R A B K VR AN Y A AL R A s
N H 30 Fpr et 5 — R & S8 7 ~ (6 {0 e 10 A8 s Y i 20 1 #0 if
B, FEHBARATEMRE KE T HREMEAER RTFEH
2017) o HERET S o AR U 7 B R IS R SR A R B R B >
BRI IE W I W SRR B = -
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FEA DL BT B B R B R A B > AR SUE R TR TR
B E—ME - JRIRA = B/ e RIS B R
] i 48 5 AT B B B AR AR > T AL O B AT DA > SR T 5 Al
i B 4R I R AR Bl > DA A BOA — o A AR SR [ BUR + i 1 B oo
PR CHTIE - %8 o (15 45 (8 S8 2 00 S B R s A I ML 5 O
e H B P IO A R P A — R B B TR T SRR AR ] > RER S A 5 b
I TH 42 90 4EAC AR HA R At A2 (O AT 104F > BU R ER TSR LU 86 - BiCS A
PEERG > TEARDREN R BV T BORRRAR » AL [ FRAR =
LS TSR] - TR PXIEH FA4 ] 555 - Hia Rk #)
R — BB 4 AR T A BH R B b TORS S Al AR 2 B A BRI A 5
JEE ) JRE S 3 e ) S0 S e L ISt IR A R 3 IR SRR 1 A il
MEST O RAE AL o i BIUTRY (Y B30 R TS ) A 208 3 5 [ U B A
T ESORE AN B G TSR ZN B - D TR
AR > (A — G PR AR — B R A T FUBR IR SR AR
= > {82005 -8 40 0 Y B A TG B IR R R R R LG > AR T
A S0 A 2 PR A 1) 7 B > A0 e] BT A R QIR R AR IR Y B T
b A B T R R O ORI R R A A RS A R RO AR T
A B T B PR AR - AERETE ST > B CRTRE0) FEERT
S L) W R G B > A T R R T — o A A M A ) T
B > EALAE [ FATIRFEUH M B AR B > A 30 R v SCR g 4t 5t
VR 0 IR BUE AR N 2 | B 3B ] 1Y 95 SC 44 F6 [ The Paper | .76
Ti1] 52 R 7 i A — 1 50 i A1 49 ek A I A B2 S A 1 A5 0 T A O A
ERR RIS o B SGER S > T B TERTORG S 188 AR AR R
KERT ~ A 5B R AR AN BLG a0 B R AN RE ) - [m] IRp LA 7t
BB R B R IS C IS > T R T8 — AR R Y B4R -

AR E PR Y RE L 2 — Shaw 7EHTAF A6 U 7E B il R B8 1E 7% 31
s (o0 AR B I B R AR BB B B > M R B R B =
CEE—JE W N R B U KR Y B 2 M (attribute salience)
5B =P KA (networks) 2 [H AR BB 1E > 132 A8 A 26 =& (Shaw,
2016) o TEALACHERE & > 32 R sl Bt M AL A Bk T AL G > B
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melding) (Shaw & Weaver, 2014) > #E 5[ [ & R & | - BES K
RE G WOBIERE] > A A RRAEAE B T s Z R R G R
A%~ FAR AT DL R A A T A2 R LR > BEAE B T DA B T A 2R A
8 o A 2y AL A RS b Y & R 20 19 R I A A0 ) B R ] (G - 2016
74) o PUBENCER Sy > #LACIEES Sy AR B A a5 T RS REAS L B AAR R SRS T
BEAE ~ MHEEAMEEr I > T DA 48 b B 288 0 SIS 48 108 1T S IR G 2 it
JIJRE 3 > w6458 {45 4R D A (LR > 2017) o JR S 2 i T 5
[ /INSE 158 2 | o AS [ AT 2 20 40 00 iR 08 1 5 288 T 3 B - 0 T AL
D RO S0 5 A 0 2 1) TS o R R R R R B e B (JE R
2013) o Za w AR RO B0 O B S A A I, BT T NG S I B A AT I
8 A EL B SN AR TR VR - A S REHE B ST A W] B B B TIORS S 1 1

A -

HA A 0 R R

LR R B AT B A g IR E L R EE M
BIR BEAR B B (2R AL > 2003) o WA a2 BB R M AR 2 W 2 A B1R
O AP BETZ AK R > DR B (I A 2 (A ) R S R A T A 04 7 A Lk
B 75 1 1 43 %€ i (Dumitrescu & Mughan, 2010; Funkhouser, 1973;
McCombs, 2004) > Ji HAH A7 45 B 7 57 3% ~ BR AR 45 BSR4 S AE 410 5 41
F)EH (Pedersen & Stubager, 2010) o H 5] ) £ 2 @ R E B T &
E T RS Y 2 TR (AR T M AE A A AR RN BOR SR AR A B
YER (ZB/NHE ~ B A48 > 2008) > H &I 75 38 A fal 5 ZEBUR M A2 R 2
H DV H AR RIS A R 2 — o

B A (policy network) BLAE A 20 AL 70 -4 » L[ B35 1 AL
BB 4 B S AT A S T T B B > S L BRI AR BUR B Y BRI £ 1 i 2
] 4 1) ) Pl R AR o Sl R A T e B PR B A ISR A R 1 R
(Jordan & Richardson, 1983) o J& i H:[w] F1] 4 al & 58 B — 00 AR A0
8 7E SRR AR oM T R RN S - I R R B SR R E 1 B e DA
R4 B B9 HHE (Ripley & Franklin, 1980) o 75 B % fAT R 4% 2 b
AATRETE B — 8 FE B2 AR - BN £ 502 B R E 4 (Heclo,
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1993) o fEBUR A IS 0 A BE > 2 SLBURAS T2 BUR B M 35 B BUR R
AR MEZTITEE - WA OB MR RN
2006) o B4 it BRAR 23 BT 00 B S A 7 A4 % 8 A A B v 0 o D A £
(Marsh & Smith, 2000) o /K#E 2 8L BREA - B 5L B Kk B TH & R
[ 73 FC 1% U > Rhodes ji¢ B SR A8 i 73 5 VU BT BY < ORF PR A i - SL2EA
B~ AR EE B AR (R ) o %8 2 IRAMER I A R e 2
BRI T — R A T e MR B > RS E AT E e EHEE
i TR SR 408 B w2 208 At A1) S [ ) 8 G A S AR T A St o

#— BORBBI B

MR RS (FLER:
PR ﬁgﬁ%‘fiﬁﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ ~ I AR AR R P A

B e - MEARANE - B AR AL - A R

TR~ IR Pl SCH SR 9 R
SR IINORE - A IRAO T A R - B B R AR T
RO RARE - SRR - AR AN RRE R0 G e

YRR IE : Rhodes, 1990

AR A e AL A R BILRE A IR B o LR TR 2 HL S 3 R A B il
e L PRI 2 TR BB EE - AP 2%
8 = S A A ) SRS BRI A ECRR AR » B O 1 B T AOE 22 5 BOR
A e BELIGL R AR 25 5 AU BIF T o EOR A B RE A LA — Tl 8 A8 1) A AR A £ 208
AT BOR AG l E MBUAT IR AR > SRR B R AR I T~ DL S
AR I LB - BRI OR B BUN AR T 1 > AR R AR
B RAAECRERR R P> R o M BT B T B 2 AR SR T
AKIEH R - SR ER A > DHEEAILEOR B AL - $uAT BLEE e (G
REE > 2007) o 2/NRETTHRBORBRBT R MR8 B BOR B B AT B
HEAT AR SR BT - R R B S rpo O 3 NI L S R B L
T~ T B R A B D RS A e LB M ) IR A A A R T SR A R AR
BETE 5 T e R A I S A v (o7 B ST BEL R IR A B A A K B B Y TR
6 o HEE) T RERS MR RO MR L (20 W B > 2017) o B i
HEAUH EAR T B R B EUR A BR AT B B K SR BRI R AR B 7 2R A
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BT (ER DL R A 20 W) A T A A o A e i B A i
o AR LIRS - SRR SRR o O AR M 1R BUR A
B R R 2 U R RR AR~ BT RUAR R > TR T SR E R A [ R iR B
AL (RIS~ TREUE - 2018) o B4 NBRICT BT AR AR kL 6 28
F 40 120 % (A 2 - i 5 | 8 R B AN R UK R AR )
P> AT E PR LLE 0T (QCA) > SR B REM 51 98 BUR 28 19 b B2
KE R RS SRR A T RBERAR » IR AT BUR 1Y BUR SRS (3
%% > 2019) -

PA_E BB 5% 2 W ER A B e Th B A RO AR P AR — R R AH
MRS FRAYATAE - I LG AR HL P S B S R /E A o (H2hmT LA
& H BT 7 5 A R A B 5 DA KA B W TEATS SR R ALY
REBAEAT IR U ) T R OR B 551 1 AR A I 1 e A% 5 W HE AR RO R A
Ao A B A0S o TSR E 23 07 5 2 T rP R R A B LA A R R P
T RS BUR S 5 B SR SR AL o o B B R T B S A A
BTz > [T |l b SR AR AR AT Il 3 A AR R R B - b BN A A
B AT AR F AL R[] Ry 72 b SR BUR A A IS R A
PR BB 2 BRI B B 5 HLR > AR TR S B A B R
BRI A > A EMIRP R HRA A 5 FEEBER IR P 2
ERERE ~ AT TR S LS D SRR T Y S S SR B AT A 5 AL SR T
e L A A A B Dl R e P R > — D TR IR 5 ) i A B S AL
ACHRE R R L LAKERE B B O RE AR o FEANAS DA SERRAE IR B R T
AR S N0 R IR SR 55— O T Rl B A S IR T B AL > TR
R E R AR R -

22 AL SR 51 ) BOR AR AR BE 7 48 1) R DT IO R e R ) B 3%
o5 B BORRRAE - (EJ2 B 5 U6 AR BB 40 307 o 5 B o A oy W B )
B - I8 TR 5 DR 22 SR T 52 2L T B0 0 i R A 0 A4 e O L
R SR R A 2 R R 2 ] ) L) - AR B R 8 A ] ) R AN LR
BAER > FE L AR o T A A A S R I R T
B> 2017) o BUAN - 3 A Bl T 21 A [R] A S e LB SR e e . ] ) B
BfE > B B R A R R SN > B R Byl mT LA RS UK
MR A — BB 23 o AR A R R M BLBUR A B PR AR A S iE
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Tl 5 M R O T — R AR Y RT RE ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%%xﬁéﬁﬁ%@/\igxﬁ%
TR 4 B W IRp A > M) 2 T 1Y) SR AR BB o R A T O R AR BB R
HEEEAMEB Y > T 2 > E AR TURE S B 0 SRR AR A B
FEA FTHEE R RE I > A AT A bﬁ%?ﬁ*ﬁl%%ﬁﬂﬁ%%ﬁ?@%ﬁﬂ%%%ﬁi °
RERE W R REZ N RZEAN A4 o B ECR A W
AL A RS BBUEFERE I E BN (Cox, 2013) o 0y H R A9 [ 22
R BT | AR R A BE RS AT B 9 AR AT A B A IL S Y
wfam > BAE N HS AT DUVB BEATAT ol o $R OBy TRk > REHEE -
%~ TRk K fm T (Habermas, 1991) o P4t —248 1 > A2 3
LR R (s LR AR R B wha o [ S GE B B RA N SR AE [
Al > TEE MR RER —E > (AL HbﬁﬁﬁﬁTIﬂ»A*ﬁhﬁ KEE ~
A LRI LR > BINBUAF R | (Arendt, 1998, p. 156) © **“H%n
FEACIEHE W 1Y 45 G LRI 2 S 22 8] 0 s s H %ﬂ}ﬁﬁtﬂﬂﬁfﬁﬁ*ﬁ{%
AR HET —2 - HE L > BREEERE O KU Bt o 48 i 25 )
o 2 BB SR > 7Y 7 B AR L R B 4 B R 3R B A B 45 A A A AR
(B o AR 0 OKG S 15 B O A B 5 BUVR TN 7E S Y 20 R 40 > BRIR
FEH AT B BRI ARTE [ AR R i e s A Y U A A A A
EEEMATE BA A MEARETT (Castells, 2000) o FF4=7E 1 4F 36 9 5 #t
HCHCE [ %k AN F-4H4% | (Greenpeace) FU#IZE R > BF 58 & sl & &= 1L p7 B
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172 Li Chuncheng (2003). Shehui jingkuang yu zhengce yiti: zhengce yicheng shezhi

yanjiu zongshu. Shanghai xingzheng xueyuan xuebao, 4, 107-112.
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