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Research Article

Whose Love Is AI For? The Networked Body and
Multiple Masculinities in Chinese Child-Rearing
Robots

Yan YUAN, Lin ZHU

Abstract

What would happen to gender politics if AI technology, which is
dominated by male scientists and engineers, entered domestic child rearing, a
social domain that is conventionally dominated by women? The rise of child-
rearing robots in China since 2016 has provided us with a focus for addressing
this question. In this study, five brands of robots are used as examples to
examine gender bias and gender strategies in this newly emerged technological
artifact, following the paradigm of feminist STS and the theoretical approach
of masculinity studies. The data were drawn from two sources: media
representations of the robots and the functions that they embody. In examining
the artifact as a networked body, the findings show that the technology is
composed of front, middle, and back platforms, and it performs three different
roles, respectively: partner, parent, and expert. In accordance with these roles,
the robots demonstrated three masculinities: naughty boy, heroic patriarch, and
rational man. Despite their differences, they all showed the male bias of the
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technology compared with the previously female dominance in its application
context. On one hand, the multiplicity of masculinity in the robots breaks the
stereotypes about men but, on the other hand, reinforces the gender division of
labour in domestic child rearing and the superiority of men. As a technological
solution driven by dominant masculinity and fatherhood, it may help to produce
a space for rebuilding the relationship between fathers and children, but by
defending the authority of fathers and platforms, it also risks the possibility of
devaluing mothers’ experiences and interests in domestic child rearing.

Keywords: robot, Al, feminist STS, masculinities, gender studies
Citation of this article: Yuan, Y., & Zhu, L. (2021). Whose love is Al for? The

networked body and multiple masculinities in Chinese child-rearing robots.
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Pl s 2 9l 2 Mk £ 8 (Techno-Feminism) & %M 5 35 BLR B2 0 sk 4 &
B (SSK) FEHE L MIAF 7T (STS) M4 & Y - ARG Lk T L o
%% (Feminist Technology Study) (Harding, 1986; Lie & Berg, 1995; Plant,
1997; Wajcman, 1991) - BL{ER 4% 1 Rl B 55 45 T AS 6] 902 > B0 2o 32 36
AN T I 0 0T VR B AN 5~ A B ST AR - TR SRR 2
(W] (038 92 FAH BJE 38 o PRI A B0 R A — ol i Fe o s i~ A~ 4
AR~ SOk R FE N RN AL R RS R A Ak 2 rh o S AEAT B B T B AR L 1
7 ) B R S AR A 1 A5 R A A — (R AT B 3 1R BB (Wajeman, 2004, p
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AZRSI0AS TR 70 AP 3 Al 4 D REE ) 2 s T 2R DR MR i > iR R B
REAL B v 5 VR 09 2 48 25 R SR R I SR ) B R R A A BB
F Aty B AR A A B REE R B R SRUE > B M Y R R A [ RN S B A
P A0 0 Ol 2R BB A e ) R RE (E (Wajeman, 1991) > TR RCH S
SEMPEF (Florman, 1976; Noble, 1992) > H 2 1 5 Lotk S B8 A4 2 -
B R A4 (Harding, 1986; Haraway, 1997) > ¥ fl 2 Il ) 75 BB 48
N L BE 55 7 B0l o B[R] AR A7 75 (833K > 2014 5 Chen, 2013; Johnson,
2014) -
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HREREAM Z & e SR o [ A B AL b B AR 907 A P il BEL Z2 A0 il 1
PE I Al B A A% ) (Lie & Berg, 1995, p. 341) o 841 - 15T (Sandra
Harding) 58 5 » oV F 3R MER%AE [ B MR o vE 488 |~ [ ERFEME R TS5 1Y
SE VRN TAEAR A B BRAFAE 3 RIRI B3 L 2 Al |7 =Rl adkam < [ 4R 3
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BH 4 72 £E 5% 2% (Faulkner, 2001; Lie, 1995; Murray, 1993) - #| H §ij & 1 »
BUA W05 32 B2 2 DA S5 RL B2 Al A= 72 A0 F 55 1) 59 o TR B R % 9l A
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& (Mellstrom, 2002, 2003) > 3 A T8 BEM AT T 20l 54 5 A< 5 1 53 M A
RMARZL W o BAARCWBFFRE S > DURZ T &R 5B 07 25
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TEVE T SRR A A S B — 0 — R B Y R AN B R
IR BB AR &5 R F o 28 BiELERE (hegemonic bloc) HYR
fi& (Connell & Messerschmidt, 2005, p. 845) o H if Bl 37 fir At 2 19 [ #E 1
(58 N ) R0 EE S B0 i AR 3R 0 TSR v B8 M SRR — B A 5 B 5 A
MIBAR o FEEA EFRGIE T > 45 FE 5 M 5U— A Al 4k 5 b B 7 26 70
A Ty BB A AR o BRI Z Ah > BIARE ~ BRI AN £ v 2 ko i
(14 ] 2R 40 18 400 50 RE 51 P SR RE O A 20 1 i W A1 3L R T B M SRR )
AE 5L A9 B S (Connell, 2005, p. 85) © MERZ#L - BACH S 72 Bt
BREE B A ] AL S5 A & A 1 58 PR SRUVRD B T E S R
AR A AR AR — IR RS SRR PR Z B R T
(BEBEA > 2016 ; 22 E 3 ~ I > 2019) o EREDEMIEH > e
P AR S 2 2 B B 1Y S S AR A T R A F T AR B M SRR I SR s
P22 [ (Brandth & Kvande, 1998, p. 294) o 27 %0 » 16 h B E L5 £
A~ L BN A > BB MRN8 R A R A R A %
T AR NN - 1A L REATHEOE B R E KT
— R B TR A L N T L] (Jansen, 2002; Noble, 1992) o 5 # [ £
WA A BB 3 M BT AR AT A — R A Lo A
(22 [ > B S v [ 8 4 8 e SRR R 45 A Tk 0 SR A AL R B8 A R K o T
JE > B T & B ICE RR BRI SR g AR R S R B E W
% AN o A A B B HE T R E A h P e —IRAREL T A b
TH 42 90 4F AR LA B i 1) 58 48 8 | 48 Bl SO (o] BE 5 F 22 B2 U (Dermott,
2008; Hobson, 2004; Jordan, 2019) ?

AR TR A R AR o A 5 VRN B A A e
TE o AH B LA R R AT G B AR SCA R > BRAR SV VR R A
[ BB {7 9K 25 B B 32 | (Connell, 2005, p. 51) o BfESR ith i R 25 5248 A1 &
B (HJR AT 7t B A R B BOR - fR AR A R - A
B39 ~ A7 B . [ A AN A ZE AR T 1998 B (Barad, 2003; Ingold,
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2012) » NAEMEEHE - 2210 N5 B 500 th B0 0 2 SR R 0 a2 28] 4
N~ B iR (ARG ~ R > 2018 5 Haraway, 1991) o WIAR G B BEAE &
N 5 SRR P A o 2 O > S R 0T 1% 4 L A L
MR E S - ER > B PR SR BRI EE R
TE T 568 3R ) P S A B A ) R AR Y R M PO R Y B
B FTEREER b o TSR DU 7 B 1) S R ISR BB 2% - TR S
PIST b 558 A5 AR ARG 25 A - 72 W R AR T DA ZE A ) A R B I A - B
BRERR t FN RE VR A A% - TE 1A 6 A B AR 1O RR G o H Ty P b AN IE 2 AL
AR AR A B = i T R G > R T R R R 0T R AR AR B RN R R it
T A3 TR BRI B i 3 0 28 BT DA — [ 22 W] Y 2 ) | 2 i 2
M7 JE ) 7= 5 FAE 1 BE1R (Couldry, 2001) o £y %E B 45 {5k (W > BERZ A%
PE RO 5% 0 S 8 450 A BELRY 4 5 0i0 WF 5T 1Y 4% 10 &R %540 #7 (technology
system analysis) 18 %% fH %% & (Bijker, Hughes, & Pinch, 1987; Hughes,
1993) o [EANFLfF T3ERAACRY DEACHE - G855 K AR B W E R 55
5 14 5% 2B 00 ZELARE A T R W ) 3 T K B R A B B R (Cowan,
1983) » 2 A T3 BB HE A S RE 14 & Bt 28 & IrHOIE i A 4% &=
P FIRAR o MDA HAT RS IR A AR LN R G ER
WA G T EEBS RS M E E o B TR
YEF& ~ B A BB S i A 4% - B A 2R N BB IR AR -
TR NE e 155 I AR B 25 N BRI D RE A0 B S IR AN RE DR - e E B
) 53 18 30 AN JRg BR A R AR TE 1 A8 88 - T2 20 A 78 22 - & A A 4% 2
s BT R B M 0 A= A R AR AR A L T [ A AR L S ) A R e
(BIGHE ~ LTl > 2020) o FR4E AMESC B R B 0 2K F - S B R A
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AR B HTiE — OO A 1] R A PR A R A RE T BRAR
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R R 5 A0 o R B 8 5 - B &5 > Bt E gy by il #m
RERE PR 28 A S LA 1Y+ 208 > (8 S EOCE ANF RPN E & 5
TREUE TR AR o FRAMTARYE CELUS A S T B 6 eNet I 5% Be 9 #E T 84
5 > 12019 47 B N L AR A 25 AT SEHE 24 H 3017 1Y A 3 Pk o
1] B e, 2 B 1 R B ) o et INEREER N PTRIAE - T
P~ BB o EMAE20194F AT RPEZ 2RI /53 41518~ 19 (8
IR > 2019) o H A PTEgEaE - B AE AR G TR 5 2 R RE RS 1 T iR S
Ao B AR EE AME A B R R S E R RS A > TE20164F BT 2
W) o TSR B E o E2019 B — 8 E AR FT R > AT
REMEES A HENHEERE3IES o FERMN - AT AR A
KPS R AR AR5 — (8 > 2019) o

TEWFFE I b > AR SCR I B 63573 T (material discourse analysis)
(AR > 7 A B0 5 RERIOR B R BE 00 P B AIOCR 2 W] Y AH T g A
PR 007 S B 0 Y P I BTG B RE ) B AR (Hardy & Thomas, 2015;
Orlikowski & Scott, 2015) o &3 57 iy 8 ity v (9 PR I 56 76 > Ak - 7o 4m
(Wendy Faulkner) 4 1 i 75595 / FL B 8 55 73 A E 22 S8 A0 55 LA B 30
FEAE 2 o MR B 0% M Al 3R BAE AT S8 A0 HL B W R 5 > FE 2 B
BT R BE AR » DASCF - BR - B E SRR AR R
Fo 0 R BT A AT A O SO B X s R A AR T B AN AL Y
At R B A (Faulkner, 2001) o & — 7> HTHE 22 BB N A A5 1L 5 8 &
B HAR AT IR -G o A& 5 R BRI £ B
WY BIPRE-E o WIS TEE B A 9E - UK - BERRMmEEZ T
BT 0 A AL A RO Y B R B T AR B > TR
70 A R AL ) R BOR A AR AT B R 58 IR o BRR it - A8 3003 Rl R
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MEGWHERAEITOIR - B8NS > SURS T E SR 20195 H 1
H 2202042 F 1 H A1 A8 5 R0 E 5 4905 BLEE =7 s B1- & L
BERNSCFMORE > AP RL 44 6 BLFE A ol B A 310k~ Ve B
VUG ~ 7 B A & BRAR 206k » 558228 T S S AR I 4 SC 675
T > DA R £S5 B i A N A o O T AR A T L AE BT R A
Mr~ 22 5 SIS B0 A ~ w5 & TERN Sh R e B o g i Pk A% — Kk
FEG . BB RS SR B IX  MANEERE T EE - NE
FEFZIC 1Y S B AR R B B /N A 2 N A6 o

MRBR— e — BRFROTHE

P AN BT & B0 35 B2 DU B P RE B B BAs A Be . - M HY
RAAE > BEMEMREEBATMAR - 608 T RIERFIH
B> g —AE ARG — o (R EME T ER N ES K
BRSNS A BE AR > BAE FEUF S AN B A A A T AR o AR
EMAAGEE - B As o B TEBERENMN - ERINEER R
(B R RT - AL R e R IR B B AR AN E - B B RGET —
I8 w488 ] WA Y B /N £ (RS ST B IR Bo e o 1 & &R A9 AL
G797 A MR > DIah o /3 3 - SR Bl o P A RO HAR A
HAR G SN INEE - B MR AR TR MM N el i 2 2
AT DAERAE o 2 sl il A RO R B o RS AR DUBEE S Y
TORMAES > ol LVE BB GEWIR o BT8540 > A LLIise (Lt
BHBRME - A ~ s PRl o R A5 ) A R B b 2 SR 42 T R B
FRGEACKE T > Hi B )BT AR 2 R RE M 55 (6 o

T8 R 1A ST R N B I & B0 BEAT IR (A PR AL A 4h AL
SRR — (8 52 B Br BN R R A o BN i AR AR — A
@ MEZTRRE B - S AN B SR RE > TR 6
TR TR ~ Gl - FEACE 4% > MBS ~ DulE AR AR o X TR E

AT Y B~ B RO DR - 2 AT DA SRR AR B/ S RN T
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e NBLGL 3 2 MR R S A e ER - RS
KHEBEINZTIERA X RREENE DU #6035 v A M5 508 F ks A
TSR 0 S RE o A SRR A v R i B A T O B KR B R N
A M TP EMERREMEEZ T BB E T - fERAT/E I fe
IRf o Heas NBRIZ 1 2 [H) 2 B —FF S AR HO AR BRAR » TR HETE
TF Lo
eSS — A MR NG M I AR 0 S O I MR AR BT
(character design) #EATHERE o ABEL AFL &3S FPgl A 2R F s AR 1 ) ) &
PEFFSRE > REANEE ~ SN - 2 BIREE - 1T ARRESE > BOE A 2
AR AN B PERS BEEE T > 8 Se R 98 7E AR TS h AL e PR R SRt i b
B T HEEE N MERE 2 (Nomura, 2017) o A AN [R] B #2852
T B AR BRI PRI BT > 2 BRI T A R A B A N B PR R R R
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SZ R

H13C#843 (Chinese Section)

F 1 E (2019) o PRI OB TAT ~ HEA] BLF 5% B AE
WEFRAFE) o CHEAFEBTE) - 45 11 - H84-93

Wang Xiangxian (2019). Zhuanxing shiqi de fuqin zeren, quanli, yu yanjiu

I (A QAT B

lujing Guonei fuzhi shehuixue yanjiu shuping. Qingnian yanjiu, 1, 84-93.
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