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Plot and Undercover
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Abstract

Spy Drama, a type of television series in mainland China, symbolizes not
only socialist state ideology and “red history,” but also current trends and recent
changes of cultural identity in present-day China. As one of the genres of red
culture in mainland China, the ideological representation in Spy Drama deeply
reflects the context of the region.

Drawing on theoretical concepts of articulation, hybridization, and cultural
context, this study aims to analyze the changes of context, including political,
economic, and cultural changes in mainland China. We address the following
questions: (1) What ideology underpins the textual representation of Spy
Drama? (2) How does the network fandom of Spy Drama read the text and
reproduce the text? (3) What do the reading methods of the network fandom
show? (4) How can the representations of network fandom be understood in the
context of present-day China?

Using textual analysis and discourse analysis, this paper studies the
representation of history, audience’s acceptance of this portrayal, and textual
reproduction of two Chinese TV series, Plot and Undercover. The study sample
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of fandom was obtained from Sina Online and Douban Online, two well-known
portal websites in mainland China. According to the findings from the study,
most people use reading methods such as the removal of ideology, contextual
articulation, emotional gaming, and the establishment of identity. These reading
methods reveal that the network fandom in mainland China has new ways of
representing civil consciousness in the context of the official establishment.
These reading methods can be regarded as “established pluralism reading. ”
The producers, as well as the audience of Spy Drama, still show civil awareness
under the restriction of the official establishment.

The paper concludes that Spy Drama is a particular type of hybridization
of TV series, especially in present-day China. The packaging of the official
establishment and red culture allow it to communicate with a broad audience
and to garner widespread acceptance. However, the text of the TV series also
contains hidden and subtle elements that, combined with the reproduction of
fandom, reflect deep changes of cultural identity in present-day China.

Keywords: articulation, context, established pluralism reading, fandom,
representation
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