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Abstract

Drawing upon Bourdieu’s theoretical concept of a “restricted field of cultural
production,” this article aims to explore constraints on knowledge production in
China’s communication journals. Chinese academic journals operate within the
orbit of the danwei system. The autonomy of the publishing field is undermined
both by exogenous and endogenous factors. On the one hand, journals are
vulnerable to economic and political concerns. Theoretical propaganda and self-
censorship in the editorial room ensure political correctness, while rent-seeking
activities establish a “web of subsidies” for underfunded journals. On the other
hand, the danwei affiliation and the monopolization of editorial power create
various opportunities for the operation of social guanxi and lead to a multi-layer
particularism. This state of field autonomy manifests the logic of dependency, in
which the state plays a vital role.
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