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Abstract

The present is often called the entertainment age, but scholarly research
has yet to formulate an understanding of what we do with entertainment and
what entertainment can do to us. This paper synthesizes the body of literature
on entertainment, including its definition, its social and psychological func-
tions, as well as an array of theories developed to explain and predict entertain-
ment effects. It also discusses new perspectives and future directions of such
research in an effort to spur more initiatives in the endeavor to understand
entertainment.
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