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Discourse Bias & Face-negotiation: Analysis of
Intercultural Coverage of the Wenchuan
Earthquake

SHAN Bo
LIU Xue

Abstract

Western media coverage of the Wenchuan earthquake still demonstrates
inter-group bias at the discourse level; therefore, when Chinese mainstream
media relay the Western reports as positive, selective interpretation is given out
of context. Such selective interpretation has revealed another kind of discourse
bias: discourses of others consistent with the in-group are always chosen for
in-group expression in order to maintain the group face. Defending self-image
and seeking approval of others must be carried out in relations based on the
perception of the specific linguistic and non-linguistic context, cultural values,
and ideology of others. In so doing, stereotype-dominant discourses may be
deconstructed on one hand and identity may be constructed in the open context
on the other.

Keywords: coverage of the Wenchuan earthquake, face-negotiation, discourse
bias, western media
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FH A B IR B T A -

HRAE 1 A9 20 BT > FRAM W] LA 21 PG J7 (810 5 w5 HE 22 i — R AL B Ay
B AT b R A A S R R > DARAEE B A BT R N R
TAEFT SR 8 BRI G S MBGR B R > WHLE — VA AP
Al e A AR R VR A IR E AL K2 F T EIME | R IR R
T AE 2 T 5 7 1 S 82 R 152 o ) 0 D B AR A o A bR - B AR 56
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