
�� !"#$%&'()*+, 
1

�� 

�� !"#$%&'()*+2006�: 91–119

�� !"#$#%&'(Westminster University�� !"#$%&'()*

�� !"#$ %&'() *+,-./012,3456789:;<+

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012345"#6�� !"

J.Tong05@westminster.ac.uk

�=�

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01(2345678/

�� !"#$%&'!()*+,-./01234(567+,8

�� !"#$%&'()*+�,-./01234567"8$%9

�� !"�� #$%&��'()��*&+,-. /0123

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-. /012 3456789:

�� !"#$%&'()"*+,-./01234567,89:

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./01234256789:/

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0123456789:;0

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-'./012+34563789

�� !"#$%&$%'()*+$%&,-./0123456

�� !"#$� %!&'(� )*+,-./0123456*789

�� !"#$%&'(

�� !�� !"#$%&�"'()*"#$+,"-."/0



92

�� !"#$%&'()*+2006�

Social Discourse of Journalistic Professionalism
in the Chinese Context

TONG Jingrong

Abstract

This paper investigates the norms of journalistic professionalism in China,

and its specific meanings, through the social construction approach. Journalistic

professionalism is a normative value system as well as the occupational identity

constructed for journalists in social discourse. It is argued that there are three

social discourses of journalistic professionalism in China: institutional discourse,

official discourse, and citizen discourse. Overlaps can be identified among the

three discourses. Chinese journalistic professionalism is changing over time in the

discursive field where power struggles take place. The media negotiates with

contextual powers in expressing and practicing its professionalism. It is also

argued that Chinese professionalism norms are endowed with context-specific

meanings and understood in a way different from that in the western discourse.

The same expressions for professional norms, such as “taking social

responsibility,” “autonomy,” and “objectivity,” carry different implications in the

contexts of China and Western countries.

Keywords: Professionalism, Chinese Journalism, Discourse, Media Reform,

Chinese Society
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