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Social Discourse of Journalistic Professionalism
in the Chinese Context

TONG Jingrong

Abstract

This paper investigates the norms of journalistic professionalism in China,
and its specific meanings, through the social construction approach. Journalistic
professionalism is a normative value system as well as the occupational identity
constructed for journalists in social discourse. It is argued that there are three
social discourses of journalistic professionalism in China: institutional discourse,
official discourse, and citizen discourse. Overlaps can be identified among the
three discourses. Chinese journalistic professionalism is changing over time in the
discursive field where power struggles take place. The media negotiates with
contextual powers in expressing and practicing its professionalism. It is also
argued that Chinese professionalism norms are endowed with context-specific
meanings and understood in a way different from that in the western discourse.
The same expressions for professional norms, such as “taking social

EEINT3

responsibility,” “autonomy,” and “objectivity,” carry different implications in the

contexts of China and Western countries.

Keywords: Professionalism, Chinese Journalism, Discourse, Media Reform,
Chinese Society
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WFFC AT S RN B A S e B M B2 36 b o SR AR T
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e RN AL B A RE SRR I BB T @M (Fairclough,
1989) o B E 3 TR rE LR R RSO RE » TR RS - S AAL
G E AN B RIE R o B B AL G RRRE R AR AL e
8 (social entities) 24w B BHE A E 55 HE P femsad & A O/E B a0
SEFEFNARE > H B AR R 15 L 0 FEBLEERE S MUl AL g v i
NIHEZ I F ik o BLoh » VBB —FnEaEE (E R R S IE Rk (Aldridge &
Evetts, 2003) » B[22 T MBS AR kL g gt vpo2 A 21 -
WNAE S A R B B b B AL RS > FERh e AR b > T B 58
BT T AR TG I Eh a0 2 25 o FRARIE Lo A 30l 2 DA R S IR Y TR 25
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V14 T 2 T R T R 114 0 e S AR [ ) P S 2 - 50T - T L
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BAENGE o AN TEEERERR AR T o AL e BRI T RS R LR IR
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2T FMGR A R R R B R E SR I AR ZE L (Schudson, 1978) » H
R B R e B 2E T % O E(EH (McLeod & Hawley, 1964) o HiAh
£ 2" (Gans, 1980; Schudson, 1978) HIli A B2 T 28 UM SR ERZ AL 45
e BT

SR LS R A > M R R R R S R AN A
T2 RN B R I B R S VE ) — 7 30 (Christian, 1980) © $id #2E F 35
(R oK I BB R wE A 1Y B 3R R A N Ay we B R 0 £ 43 58 [ (Elsaka,
2004) o BLAb - B FFMETE M ERBMTR > R — R BN
B O INEIE B — R 2R Y 5 RE (Evetts, 2003) © fE7E— B I » —uk
LA B 3 TR SR IS (Birkhead, 1982; Carey, 1969; Tuchman,
1972, 1978) » Tfi 3 — LB H 3R T » W T Mk SE Rl O R4 > (5L MRt
[ S 2L R L v LSS (S S R RE M B — B B St
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TS TR S SR B R AEE o B — E RLIRERR A AAPY s wE (e
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WEBIEEMEBECR EMHE > B R E Y (Zhao, 20000 - 19804F RAE
A AR SO AR T BT R S s A > P R BIE LR IS A A
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SR AR R ERTTHRD © TR BB T AR KA — (AR - i
IS Dy AR DR 2 W A — A € M DL A R B 1 T O = T
o BT DI R M ST R 1 I S A R A AR O B o LR R
B TR BB A AR AR > S B2 T R AR B b S ) > B ffe
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