Copyrighted material of: School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist University (2024). Published by The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

(EEEAEL2T]) () %671 (2024) : 63-90
https.//d01.org/10.30180/CS.202401_(67).OOO4

HEmX

[ AR | rb Bl i o A B B e =
s 20 B I B AL AR S RE
Iy bt

SRS

RSB i AT P B K AT IR A B AR AR B IR T R B 0y
HLERFHETR R BELEEKEEE | PG IEEE - 1F
B —AE R A AR BE LR AR T A RSO RIE 0 [ 4% R ik 4 | A
EODBEREFFRALEATRAFTKEFARGRAEETR B8 E
Bl E ERAMAHRFNER AHATAETRARTZIMFEL
THTREFRFOERMAZE  T@T AT RETHFITEH 2
R #EeE | L —HEFTRTEYAMRBYGLY SR BEHEBE
L H T RARE T ARMAT R AR ZE AR o

Mats R BERE AR

JrBWRT o b A G R R MR T T RIBE L B o DETTBLER - RO ERE - B
B~ BILWFST o B © fangshishi @sass.org.cn
i SCECHR H M 0 2023 4E2 H 1 H o isCiZ Hi 2023 4E8 71 18 H »



Copyrighted material of: School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist University (2024). Published by The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Communication and Society, 67 (2024), 63-90

Special Research Article

The Practice of Digital Storytelling about Urban
Companion Animals and Changes in Social
Interaction in Post-Pandemic Networking China

Shishi FANG

Abstract

This study analyzed digital storytelling about urban companion animals on
Chinese social media platforms during the COVID-19 lockdown in mainland
China, aiming to characterize changes in social interaction as “post-pandemic
networking.” As a stress response generated under extreme and rare pressure,
“post-pandemic networking” differs from the daily narrative. It seeks to rebuild
the sense of belonging to a place, reconstruct the objective standard of online
storytelling, and reorganize resources for peaceful actions. However, the
findings of this study showed that post-pandemic networking consisted of short-
lived and fragile interactions under abnormal circumstances, which indicates
that when external pressures are removed, the role of post-pandemic networking
in promoting a civic spirit among citizens in an urban society is still limited.
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