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Special Research Article

Nature as Medium: Rethinking Communication
in Quarantine During the COVID-19 Pandemic

Donglei BIAN

Abstract

This study aimed to explore communication practices and social
connections made with and through house and garden plants during the
quarantine in Shanghai in the spring of 2022. The analyses of “window
photography” and ‘“‘quarantine diaries” posted on social media showed that
people rediscovered nature by observing, creating, touching, and analogizing
the plants they grew at home. Furthermore, people delighted in sharing and
discussing pictures of plants posted on social media, which connected them
with others who were in distress because of the quarantine. The unusual
practice of communicating with or through plants in Shanghai in the spring of
2022 provides an opportunity for scholars to reflect on the meaning of
communication and initiate new research.
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London: Sage.)
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Beijing: Shangwu yinshuguan. (Original book: Jackson, J. [1986]. Discovering

the vernacular landscape. New Haven: Yale University Press.)
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Duan Yifu (2018). Liandi gingjie (Zhi Cheng, Liu Su, Trans.). Beijing: Shangwu
yinshuguan. (Original book: Tuan, Y.-F. [1990]. Topophilia: A study of
environmental perception, attitudes and values. New York: Columbia
University Press.)
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Press.)

TR - AR AR (2002) © CiRiE - FREERYIRAE) o Ffm - S () - GRAE
TR AR NEEROTIE) GREEME - (TR E4%#) (H19-33) - B :

57



58

Copyrighted material of: School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist University (2024). Published by The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

(EFRAEET) - (8) % 674 (2024)

TR RE AL o (2 Smith, V. [1989]. Hosts and guests: The anthropology
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Dongdaozhu he youke: Liiyou renleixue yanjiu. (Zhang Xiaoping, He Changyi
et al., Trans.) (pp. 19-33). Kunming: Yunnan daxue chubanshe. (Original
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University of Pennsylvania Press.)
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