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Research Article

Phone Boredom: Youth Digital Media Use
in Hong Kong

Donna S. C. CHU

Abstract

This research explores how boredom is changing in an age in which
smartphones provide ready access to limitless content and networking
opportunities. Through ten focus group meetings with 67 young people in
Hong Kong, the study asked how boredom is defined and experienced as well
as what roles the media plays in alleviating or aggravating boredom. The
findings revealed the paradoxical roles of smartphones, namely both the
solution and the cause of boredom. Mixed emotions were identified in a vicious
cycle in which bored youths turned to their smartphones, only to become
anxious when they spent too much time there. Phone boredom was found to be
a symptom of a wider phenomenon related to youth’s aspiration to have
meaningful pursuits in life and their frustration at not being able to do so. The
study calls for attention to and discussion of the inescapable polymedia
environment embedded in smartphones.
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2020 4B e T MR 5E > A ERE Hh PRI T A AR R A i > b A R
I > B AT 3 B AT RR > ¥ DABH 15 B 4G 25 B Y o AR I
PIER LAES B > By I RN A A I ) (R 1 > S DL REm 5T
HRATE > AR T R 2 5 A Bl P AR R R S £E JE (Boursier et
al., 2020) o Marciano 5§ A (2022) [n] B T & £ 2021 4E9 H ~ LF D 4E 5
B G 30MEFE > B A HE S (7 15 B 1% (o R DO B R (wellbeing)
WERR - RESIFR IS HENMEHERL > RMBE > FlES
B DR WA RRE o SR > IR R BB AE B B LAY AT
B A E T ARARAE o R E A o B R A Th AR BT B g 4t
JEA A A IR -

2022 4FH) o R — WORT R B G TE B U IR EE > A R A AR - S [l
AR > R AL I B R BIRR Y > SR E AR BB R R
Ko FREERE M IR AT 2 R o 5 T IEE B 2R - HBBE E R AR
K7~ 8HMBMRIBATES 4 H > A TR AR d/NE A 21w
Ao AR ER T2 > BN N AL B IR ML LR AP iRk iz >
BERAREAEMEEEE > BARSHENET AR 5 0FFE
FHRIRERIRIG o 5 A > d/NEAGERE » FRAMAG T8 A8 SR IR B A
TG > R T W A A > B S BT B A A T T AR B Rk /D
> BL6T R ERAE R o BER B AE TR AN AU AE SR IR A 1 A
OISR RE o T3 28 ARy TR ) > TR 2 = — i B 15 4 -
FEH DG TR VS RASE B0 T BT | AR re sk ik 25—
T 0 AN ~ f R BN (@ R AR BB oSSR - AN IR IR 2 2 A D
UUR SN RE 2 > (B 25 KRR A TR A ESEMM > A7
ANHEE  BRUGR]IRE > P B R IR A A T LAAR > RS T —
TS R ZN RS JER o R RS R R AR B B — 8 U A R A IR EE o
BT R A TS » 2o BEA R T AR K - SRR E D FEE
(A B I AT | FE SR > e iR A AN Y & 38 o A SCHE
WEFe F BB {6 F D AFE A R EI [ F# TR ] (phone boredom) Y B
5> B IS B B R IR S > D RS B (R A I ) 2 o
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(RS> 765055 o il e B H2 HEE 2 [ boring | » [Boring | 1F 44 44
wlRE > HE R AL TR > LR E R M EE » M NS
] A1 4 B0 o % 4 RS AL 1 T [boring |V B B & sl B @ 5% o
[Boring J %5 fil 9 SCF 5 > 78 1777 4F A 15 WA F 34t Bl (Conrad, 1997) »
Klapp (1986) %% B 7£ 1931 %2 1961 4F ¥ 30 4F- [#] > [boring J 19 f#i Fi K Bk
B S WILAE 8 B N RN B R M O BA AL B AR TR e S A R A
i o [P ]— bl e o T — PR A 450 il R V8 BB A S 43 A A TG
SRR TE B | (Eastwood et al., 2012, p. 482) o AR (G SCif 5 - FI3R)
RS T o | R TIE > MRFET A > TR R » B A R »
AR R - A R ERRE > WOF N E A T ] A
1o REHIREIEZT » NS POk BsB S A G4 » JRE
Hgm M > ARRIEERHERA AFERFFT [ R K B 2 A0 B 9 3 22 (Finkielsztein,
2023; Velasco, 2019) -

[FE] J B G st 50 > o DA BIRR 2% P R 2 Wilson %5 A (2014) HY BT BR -
BT AME Z RIEBEZEZ VR - BE b > S2HEEWZHED—MEF
> BB 6E 1558 > FHNAA —MEREE - ZHH KT
TAEAEE) - ME—nl A > e EREBEEACH EHE > &R
A NEFE R WA REMERT S5 F R M50 8 o FLAE 1951 4F » e
% Fenichel (1951) CE B FRUTR « TR —FERM LA IE 4 > M H 2R
H— 8 E € - A b sk e > EE A=) /) (incitement)
SUE AR NIETE ORI o 2 T HeE TR > M Ek g B R R o B
Yo \HeH > A EE RS — T AC > A EHsk — B A > IR
iR AL Oy S o

O 3B G R VRO R T R TR > G AR P RE T AR R ) (trait
boredom) - [ 24 A a8 £ B A9 N BEE ) fg A B NG 46 5 1B DL E -
B & s R AR A B - AR R AU # 8 (Finkielsztein,
2023) > F 2y T AR - DAEEE - WREE ~ PN R D SR % B (Spaeth et
al., 2015; Wegner & Flisher, 2009) - #T4EF 7% A 5 BA 8 T 4% ff & 15 TR
FetEny LH > H AR KR a0 A M BRI > @At B (Fahlman
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etal, 2013) o Al > B A > B H LY ke > O
LR A [ARAEZEL | (state boredom) ° # B RIS ARAER: » A &BEAE%E T
FTE B A PR ~ Bh= B 36 > & AL EE (Van Tilburg & Igou, 2012;
Westgate & Wilson, 2018) o 48 S8 BB A AN —E R H > DR 88 - /&
T PR R > A O\ e R g A A AR 2 (Van
Tilburg & Igou, 2017) o WJLARHE » PRSI [ DhRE ] > 7ER R A5
TR AR AY ST o S8R I B\ 35 B) %8 4 A =5 4R [ 7 28] (Elpidorou,
2014, 2018) °

BRLOIREL — KR > 4L g 2 0F 50 TRTIRE > [R] AR 5 o [ 2 78] (Barbalet,
1999) 5 A[F A > O BRLER DUAR A By W72 B0 > AL & 2R T2 - B
VE B A W7 22 9 7 4 > A SRR B e T B JBE R ) A 3 B R S AL AE (.
(Brissett & Snow, 1993) ? fi¢ It A B & » BN 545 2 0 A [ 55 AT
(Ohlmeier et al., 2020) » 57 B ik & F1 Ak 598 BB AR o s & A

G2 o N B A K2 22 R IRE I - A 2% 3 IR ) 28 15 e Pl 4218 >
A NH L RE AW FAE KD 45 BT (Ragheb & Merydith, 2001) ©
T BURAL SR AR EAL 5 A [ SR A A o AR A AT 5 H R REIR
SATE AT > TR — IR A 5 2L TR E (Ohlmeier et al.,
2020) o AJ 5L o A€ BB A0 55 08 g 5 R [ IRE 22 (9 N\ an el g 7 1R
(Toohey, 2011) * [EAA TR AW > HE T IR | %A — 1050 MY i
eSS > AIARE > AR R SEREAL e Lmk i) BB - MBS - FrE
A Q] e T R A AT > TS A P AR N B O R
AR > TIRITEARS > WEAEFREENALGRERMZE -

DL E BT AR 0 P R > AT R A I 4 B R o Vg A%
(Martin Heidegger) i [ T | 43 o = FAH A > Culié % A (2022) LUE {5
F07 AT LA AR - 32 TR PR RRE o 55 — R iR ] )& [
J& #EH | (superficial boredom) > #H % FHAMNE R ZAE A& > Bl 4N IR & K K H
AR BN B RS ARSI B RE ] A B R R R 2 A AP RS B e T
B R[] - e AR o AE B TR 4ERr B A > ] Culié
(2022, p. 842) [HFEAEHE > &4 [ R L AR SE ) IR S JE R | (becoming
bored by something) ° 55 “FE [ iR | > J& [ 4% PIARA S8 T 19Uk |
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(retrospective boredom) o WFFEARELE] > B HI A K HPAER—RK > M S
SRELH - Wtz g o EREREATR - A AR o A AR R 2R Y SR o
I 2 [ 3 5 26 35 4 51 JE B | (becoming bored by something) (Culié,
2022, p. 843) - HEEGTETR » ZEJE BRI AR A I - FURTETG B AL
HRABEME » A [ GRIEHEN ] (profound boredom) > $§ ][
SRR U SR R - RO LB [IR RE I ) ASTA] - 8 A 2
HIRAE - B Tstate of boredom | o B7EH - B —PJER AT MO ~ $2AS
S o dE R SRR - A BTN R ESNA - SRR AR B H
RV  BARATE TR— - KB = o

RAEEACHL - AR S — TR A - 0 A B O B ) R T
B AR R - MR RAR AR o TEBAIIRAR > ERIURIE
I S TR R AN AR > AL SIS A R A R B SE B o A A R
MNZERB HERMINMEE S o 8 B A4S BRI SREUH
A RN A AR EBEE ) RIS EARTE - fEEEH T - A
ARG 2

= - @R/ BRI ThEENRIER

RS AR RS > E SRR IR B IR - RUAE > SRR T T IR
TE S BG4 7 R P fg > Forp oo ) B 2 PR 5 (uses and gratifications
theory ) %8 %8 {51 F 2 0B A% ~ ABREAY I ~ (o P A IRF AT ARABE K » B3 o 43t
HE G ] 3 2 RS [R5 5K 0 60 4 JE 3 B0 (Leung, 2020; Poon & Leung,
2011) o 48 2 WFFTHE S A Anfo] F1] A S [R) BB ol 5 048 - plinE &
#i (Bryant & Zillmann, 1984) ~ 47 % 5t (Bowman & Tamborini, 2012) ~ &
% 4% (Knobloch & Zillmann, 2002) F1 | B 44 3% 45 (Mastro et al., 2002) °
wNBENR > g E R BRI BEE > #E AR 2 - (S8
TR AHESE - IR IR [ V2 S ) i D Re B A B o

=7 GRS TRIAE A DR R A S R AR o AR RS A B
P - R RE A > A e R AR PR o (R TR BB B BT > R T
B Y 2 B o8 ) € 75 FURE (Stockdale & Coyne, 2020) - Bt 5 A8 ik
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AT o 34 R b 22 N B 8 4 % U A 4340 % BL S (Drody et al., 2022;
Yang et al., 2020) © % Meng %5 A (2022) BI& & 0 Mr > B0z AR (digital
addiction) T BRI G » 22— N0 B URaIE ) » S Pk
Sy b QEFNFT B0 BURE o B el N B B TSRO o BRI B Y 2
Bt FE R[] (screen time) > B2 B AU EGE T K > B wepH AR RESS I > —
WAET > BRI A A% PO AL S I A - A MR > T4 o DB
Twenge (2017) 5 » FZERVEFHE T LASE > 5 D47 W] B0 B v >
B~ SE O N S PRI D > (ERE T DA B TR R I IR ]
BTN BTN T A6 FIORS R P RE A S B o Twenge (2017) 7E 303
B - [ SR E RS T — NG LA AR SR I SR AT AT
(Twenge et al., 2018, 2020) # — > & 5% 5 #% W5 [ A1 85017 15 B8 3 Al ) 155
Foo B ARG > [T B B MRS | > TR IR - A NHR1E
(A5 HEHE | (digital detox) » PP PRI 75 D4R (8 FA R A9 4% > 35
TS 7 S 7 IO B P 40 D I o

FE T P e | ) AR IR R EH 2 &
AL AAPS AL ke 14 30) JES 2 — 1 5 114 P REL 2 OIS 308 {6k P 1) ) AL 2 8%
1M > A DA RSO R 5 25 1) - 2 D BPRE A R R Y 5 B IE 2
A EARAA A D F ik (Marciano et al., 2022; Orben et al., 2019, 2020) ©
Vanden Abeele (2021) $24E [ B {5 | (digital wellbeing) » BRSNS
{5 RO BERS > TR AE R QAT 7E 2 4R (connectivity) FETAR (disconnectivity )
Z [ BUAST-Mf o RIBER RN PEA% ~ N[ 26 EE M RE ~ DL E RIR AL &
MG - HE AR B AR 1O TR BERUIR BB BN — 4K - ¥R 5 2 > BB SF FEREH]
23 MR IE R TR o BHULE — B R R ke > AR
BB Y SO ELEE 2 R AT RTE B ? ISR R AL 2

W BF RAB M EE Jovicic (2020) 45 » 75 TR M0 Sofor 16 B fa A
BLRAEFIME > G20 T —REARFE « FHRER T HEEERHAR
AR > BRI AREL » BT LT3 AN 0 AR 6 AR - 2 S
[non-events | o 1 DA [ F4#& | (scrolling) % 812 & B - i $2 10 i 41 & #2
G DR IR > 15 e BLER DT R S I IRAS - AT S R A R A
Kk RETEEBRIUEIET » F D F 0025 8 1 T 15 IR A4
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5 o T AR SEWRF HE 2R AE T T > W SR B E S A > HI TR BT
SR (B | (B ABERE TR R R R > REH R
AHFEERERNLIEL > REE - T4 H AR R Han F 4R I H (Mains,
2007) > T T R AE B LAHERE Hh T 7% (Musharbash, 2007) i
SeyTRIAY I Z] > B o OB R e B - B R T A AL ]~ 2
HIAME(EBIR AL DL MEET > BT DR BER AN - 53 e ey
O AL RIRLA > A Z P IR WA - I B24FE A O
B R — B B R A Y H IR M e e B EL B 2

MM - TR EERTT A

SR SCIRR > P SO B - MR A BRI I A R > R R AL e SO (E(E S
SRR 5 R B A AV A R > (DR A A S R T R
AT T ERAR > TRERCEEYE o SR o RIAR B — (A R (A
FCH AR o AT A I R AR A R > T Y B R R Y O i B
R SR AR RS > (E R IR R R M AR S — SRR o D AR LR N R
RUEE A6 AN A A IR AT A A AR AR > At o] 28 AR [R] A B - #E DA
T 2 SR L AR 1 4 2 b S BT EE R [R] LR Y T BE A A
VEF 2 M 76 bk e 28R » S a) e 26 B R S 1) T AR A 76 12

AR 5 BHEE T DB BT AD > Hoh A DL R
FHIEA R 5 ) (We Are Social, 2021; Census and Statistics Department,
2022) » WA HEET DG4S B BT ST (Lee, 20205 Lee et al., 2017,
2019; Lee & Ting, 2015; Ting, 2020) > K £ Bl & % 8 A1 2\ B 2 BLAR B o
20224E5 A > MBI —HEA K E > R RREN > &5 T —
MEMEAR H AR TE > DATTR 2 AR B S 5% o B > B v 0 /N B )
At TR DR B S e i % T P R B o Wi BT A > [R] ER T E ARR E \E
(B A 4 R > TR A RE N > AT B IR R Z BRI > A FE KR IH]K
W o B MM H RS BT R s > A ET € i B E 2 IR T R 1 I
Z o B T 30 IR wot IR (P R TR AR T 5 A R AP A SR B AR A
12 2 18 B AFEE N BT > BEEU M 55— B ACBR o s P B AL
e OSERRE > REEEEWEE G - %8 2 M B 2 [ 2 B
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A DAARK » FRAMISEE T Hh UM & B ) A B B R R A R B A 4
s b ER TR - LIS EAF BT o

FoAMAEAG AR W AR A B S KR B 15 8 B R I B AR S > G
i e A BRI [A] RR  o EIR R BRI AR AR T
T AN o ASCLRLST R SI0MCE /N > 72 5] 52 35 & 1 56
> EriER R/ RS Lk o RIStk 67 B RS, H
HAB1R2EISEMIEA > BAHARB16E IS E 4 > GALA
WS EI10N > WL tbBlAE > AE35HB B~ 324 LAk o FENEIEH
& A SRR ERAAS FERATH R W R AN E > 4 5 )
s S8 E s S = R P B AL AR B R R R AR T o Z RS
R AT > WA A - MALE P o SRR DA B A O X
B - B sk KA VLR Bk o FRAM ST S [R) B A 40 A8 N 100 BB 0 P e
a ALAP S5 AN SR S H AR B 0 B TR] > B AR R H S 4R
[ > A5 ey B R~ (8 R A5 00 R DA R An o] fif R 45 o R 4HL R R IR
H)1 2 1.5 /N > 2B E I IP5 B SCFE AL Bk o AR RR A 28 58 S 78 4
iE s BT S R s LT B R o

- FEWRBR

(—) [ & A wrpd

2 B J2 YR F 55 1w B A B A2 i wk N R 5 [ Re B | R
S PR 7 R R AN SR > 22 BN SRR AL R 2 [ A ey PR Y
Z 7 XN RAFRIE > AT LL B A7 e Q0 i iR ) BRI B
H o 2 b O AT T 5 IR R A IR 220 > i A AT AR A L i A A
JEE > F T SR A o S AR B R o FLER AR > AP A el A E LR 2
TERE12 2 I8 B B E B R ER R 2] - SEBILER - RARBEA - 2R
MR A B PR - MRS R R R N ]
FE P SEI0 - A AN Z MOTRHE > O BB BRI Y [ B A0 ] I R b B
{EL PR BE AR AAC 1Y) [ AR BB AEE AN | J0) 4 LR
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FEN R AR H R > BRI ZEE A > T B [ A R
R THBRATME  RMARFEESEFHERM! | (S2 WIPtE)
ﬁU%ﬁ%TﬁHmﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ’ﬁ%%K%W&Mky#%T'
HEMM 2 | [RAGRY RN FLEREAZRGE]

B E AR > — R RE L 8RR N4 - BRI
BN Ry PR R T B AR ] o AMEWI > AR T > AR T
WA R R R AP B A > F o e i B S0 o AF S4 B2 A W R B RR /N
o EBEIRFATIR AR R - A IS —BSi -

FAL [ EREFRN o RREREFE TE - |

FAE2 [ RAZALGERY R AEEENH - |
FA1:[RAa2HmEFHLE  ERALNRATR  KTBTE -
A2 [ ERFFANARARTBIEARERT o |

BAl: [&FFELE—EAFEFNE? |

(M @ A EsAgr 2)

BAE2 [ HAFRTAMMBRES NG ET » 2V RTHEEEHRESEE
AR AT o |

A3 [ AR ARTIWHEN  REAHEFE

A B AR R A R AT > T 8 S5 S A A W R o A B AR > AN —
K%ﬁiﬁﬁ AP B BB L H o R — B4R - [AFE
BEZFEGN 2 IS8T F AT  [H&MA £ Z2EF 2 TS &7
FEZH O FREEE ) JEEENSINE > BEEANG TR R
Y o SR PP BB AR A TR TR - (IR R & F S AR IR > LH
A F > +38+ 8BNS - A ANFKE AL AEAL A
BMEIRE - A ANFEE R o —(SSHEHRBAFEME > HEE —AE
ANTTAE - ABERE Eah > SIE ] R AL E A I AT 0 22 A o
B w A B T (RIS I ) P RS > A B A R A IR T H AR A — /]
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FHAAEE [ RPABB RN RRERELAFE—G T HARALY
RAABR T ] (S3> WP L) o

IL A P93

JRE B CREME R > B R S AT ER T B B E S
BETAEABNEREL . Gl KEEHAEH G EREE - &7
A 2 B R B A (ORI B/ B AL - (E A8 KR Re MR DL
w T MR FE RS 2 AP AR LB A R IR o R S BRI
AP & 72 T B AR A BB & S AR CF R ENE - B TR M AE
Al BA/NG - B BIER R - BREENIRGE [T LA EE S
RBHTEH  mELRETAHONE  FEZANRESTEN](S9> &
) s TR w KA E 37 R A » KA A F & YouTube 4% 3] 3
IFE AN (S M aAd) s [REBABEAEIFEHAGRE &
3t 72 YouTube /&% % #.%] | (S10 > EdL&rE) o

B ERETE BB Z R AN N RR > ARk
AR AR 5 I S 50 P  E A > RS R & F— k58 - —
i = R AR (SS) BV BER > (BARTEA B B — 1 B A SO i 3 1) B I
HE > RUBRELER > fE IR R T DA RS o R 2 - th 28 S0 5 (LA s A
BRSEAIHEN > M SBR[ R 2 R4k o g
TEHEEREERGRE  FBAKKS - KEHR - #EMHe] (S5 &/
A -

Z B B A AR N — . FRRAN BN ThAER > S10m
R ER BRI DML A O S BN RE > GRS
P T LR VR TR AS 48 1) (A 28 L o

L #:%F&

3 — AR B T AR R M) R RS D RE - TR L A AL 2
M —TH o bR T RSO R s % - HBAER b > B DR 2 1
REG [ R—REGEAHNRESHLT RO E FHIZTEMA &
HERXERBIIR  — M FATHEEY  SHRTHERIE 2
ERAMER ] (S4> P L) o
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(B9 A2 > BERA SRR AU D » 2 F DR R R
LAY R B £ YouTube » LA I % Z FE D RE Y — & 19 Instagram (IG) °
HOELEIGIEBEI K ~ FARN R NPRINRSE > 5138 ok £ il 2k
BRI INEE > AR B C B RE - I AE IR 2RI AN [A] N JEI I - 4 2 A
Bl EARIFE XML& AR R — A & A ARG R
B> MBIEM - BR% AFMHCEBETE AmaMz Al EGH
f# | (polymedia) (Madianou & Miller, 2013; Madianou, 2014) - [ - »
BAEE BRI A R AR TR ZAR R 2 > 1T - R RN SR N1
FETE ©

(=) [ A A6 5] 48 et |

HHER A > FRAMEEBL > 1 25 B 1Y T AR Bl SR A8 Bl R A R > Al
e T o —MEuiR - & A4 [ FA TR ) - RN - 14 - BFMit
ZYIREN — B T4 AT — R DL BB IR o T AT
B s AR N B R R HOREET R RE - — RS A
(S10) W2t : [& R REF AN\ > REFINGRZETHONE A
A6 P ) ek | o

HERBAAEELD  MEAERZEETH IRZALgH
FHRE

S A2 [MZBELAEHEE  RE2LEF—EI1G - ]
TA 4 [REZ MR EF—FHFN e ERFHERE —HA
—HE c RERTF  SHRANRATR1(S3 WP id)

TFHAH AR A R 4R R BB > TR T VAR R DACR TR A o 4F
M2 BRA > FEMESA > RUICIEREIE NS E 5k
{22k G DR S A57 L B AR AUV T 0 o At M 8 2 Sk o I 8 1) 2
Ho> AAREEE[PRE ] (MR RBZT LA IHEY kA RH®
JE& AL IMAGHF RAELBERIGR ? R REE  KRAH L

sk E o RRAEAE] (ST BFEAE) o
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i P I B B LB Y 001 (fear of missing out, FOMO) JiH /4 % i@
FET DT g SR EEANDA AR o SEMIE T SRR o EAERRERH L B
B EA L ﬁl@@iﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂi@tﬂiﬁﬁﬁ NZE o B A2
S AR A > G RS KA - BT AR R A T > TR Rl AR
IR ZI VTR - [%48  FHRERARSINE A XAANEN
B o2 RT —& ARAFAARERS  RHFBAT | (S4- 4]
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