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Research Article

Debunking the Myth of Balancing Employment
and Family on Platforms: A Gender Analysis of
Creative Labor among Maternal and
Child-rearing Bloggers

Danrui SHANG', Huajun LI*

* Journalism and Information Communication School, Huazhong University of Science and
Technology, Wuhan, Mainland China

Abstract

Integrating the critical perspective of Marxist feminism, this study explores
the domestic labor of “child-rearing bloggers,” in which household reproduction
becomes part of capitalist production that maintains and reproduces existing
gender inequality. Through textual analysis and in-depth interviews, it is found
that there are three ways in which capital transforms domestic and reproductive
labor into a commercialized field for profit: (1) by exploiting and appropriating
the digital production data of child-rearing bloggers, the family is reduced to a
“social factory” for the production of commodities; (2) the aestheticization of
domestic labor serves to reinforce gender stereotypes related to the division of
labor, subsequently exerting influence over and regulating the production
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processes of child-rearing bloggers; (3) by utilizing the ideology of “in the
name of love” to mask the significance of female reproductive labor and
perpetuate the gendered division of labor, this process ultimately reinforces and
perpetuates gender inequality. Child-rearing bloggers are subjected to double
exploitation and inequality in the interweaving of capital, labor, gender, and
media technology. At the same time, the collision of state-market-conventional
discourses shapes the labor process of child-rearing bloggers and penetrates
into the domestic sphere, which contributes to the construction of their gender
subjectivity. This study systematically analyzes the structural factors that shape
the reproductive labor of child-rearing bloggers, such as capitalist labor market
demands, state welfare, and external social support bonds.

Keywords: platform economy, creative labor, gender perspectives, Marxist
feminism
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FRERACIREA » RIRE K5 R AR EATRE > MM B & 5
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HERTER o AR T EAR F U — R [ MIPFE | 98 ae o N H 45 8 3 1
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BRB ARG 7 H B 6 58 38 MR A5 BB 77 & BAIES
2 [H Y B HE /7 i B (Caplan & Gillespie, 2020) o 15 45 B 3 i o & i >
Craig 5% (2021) KFEH B BT T A 488 > -t T AN A VS J7 [#E 58
et X IR T AT IR o 123 By 5 B AR n] BB W 4 [ 81 3 TAE # |
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& Machung, 2012) o SCHEHI G BE 5 LIRS EAS B LM NG > Lok
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& BT R B A GO A S 1 45 B e A e ) 25 Bl A SRR
O FFAE S - 48 55 B v AR A 15 S B A — Bl 5 o O 2 1
BE - HFEMEENEEBSER (2225 > 2022) -

R AR BF 55 s A SCHR AR TR A M BEm AR A A IF R 225 > (L tE
[TER TAE 2 —ER A 152 580 58k~ A2 B2 1) KRB &
) —# 0 o MALMWERE R FAETIERR R > 522 &%
T AR - R TAER MR — 5 B8 2 2 (AR s Ak iy T
N> BEGEL FN - SVE BICERBGER AR FEM T > JRF L FiE
Tl R A G R Lo M B T B TE 558 & (Kneese, 2019) o BF B H F4F
By T TE R TAE I WBERS > FRR R A= TE A Lo P AV EEME A B > S el T
I B R R P A ) SRR R Rk A A B e A A E AR
HAEGWER  FradmERLMHE TR RIT L FE R0 B2
T S~ A 58 35 AR 0B BE A T AR Lk T SR B i
BE—— U - BER] - IR IEFRSE (Banet-Weiser et al., 2020) o [f] Rf
MR T HOUA T B3R (enterprising self) B FRAE B B i 36 348
(Gill, 2014) - FEIERRAUE T - RN SRR A > 25 A
Al G 7 HEEDAAT 44 o B AR SCERICME I A 75 [ 2 R LAE 17/
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