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Research Article

Constructing Categories of Populism from News
Reporting: A Discourse Analysis of the People’s
Daily (1948-2023)

Ye MA®

* The College of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Mainland China

Abstract

Populism has attracted much attention in the global political trend and
continues to occupy a critical place in news reporting. Using discourse analysis,
this study investigated the categorization and discourse evolution of populism
in the People’s Daily news reports over nearly 80 years. The study revealed a
historically diversified concept of populism in the Chinese context. In different
historical periods, the mainstream media, represented by the People’s Daily,
constructed the discourse of populism in various frames but generally compete
for ideological legitimacy. This paper provides new perspectives and theoretical
support for understanding populism in the Chinese context. It also provides an
empirical basis for recognizing and interpreting the concept of populism in the
field of political communication and enriches the genealogy of global populism.
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