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Boundaries of Ethnicity and Compromise
Strategies: A Study on the Influence of
Digital Social Networks on the Intercultural
Adaptation of Chinese Immigrants in Japan
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* School of Literature, Journalism and Communication, Sanjiang University, Nanjing, Mainland China
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Abstract

With the rise of digital technologies, the online social engagement of
overseas Chinese communities has become increasingly complex. This study
explores how social media platforms shape the interactional patterns of Chinese
migrants in Japan and examines the mechanisms through which these
interactions influence their intercultural adaptation, framed through a guanxi
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perspective. Using thematic analysis, the research combines participant
observation across multiple platforms with semi-structured interviews of 26
Chinese migrants. Systematic coding revealed 23 primary themes, 10 secondary
themes, and four core themes. Findings show that migrants create flexible
technological boundaries on social media, enabling a layered mode of interaction
both within and beyond their ethnic group. Internally, connections are based on
seniority ties, forming a low-mobility, high-obligation acquaintance network.
Externally, interactions follow stranger-like logics marked by instability. This
interactional structure underpins what we define as “Intercultural Qualified
Belonging.” Influenced by cultural and power dynamics, migrants navigate dual
pressures: they proactively adapt to Japanese social norms to avoid conflict and
meet cultural expectations, yet, due to unequal power relations, they refrain from
fully engaging with Japan’s core value systems or pursuing deep integration.
Instead, they strategically adjust social boundaries and negotiate between distinct
relational structures to secure essential resources for survival.

Keywords: intercultural adaptation, digital social networks, thematic analysis,
social media, new immigrants
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g 3 AR o | (S2) BRUL[RIRE - #E BRI d H A S 10 & SR IUR
G AR > (2 WER R 2 A BB R wR o

AVFBE T B4 - Borad - BIRERF STy me 1A n
o3 WL A2 5 (Lai et al., 2022) - G 1E A& Z BB SCfb 2 5t -
Wimmer (2013) 584 > il BE 2 4E BE ff 48 5 (boundary ) £77E (1) H 222
Rz — HIEAMEASE O R > FIFRE R b ~ didy -
T o R AKRE > 7E B #HE A IAE S5 B AL 5 I Y S A
i FAE A 2 — R SCALARCE IRE > 7 & RN 28 A 43 B B R € 2 B4 2e
M EE R I B2 R 2 > T8 B ARG Al 4 32 B9 43 B A=K o

Horps o B R A I A 0 AR T B AR BB R A 4K B O B L R R
BN SRR o B HE N REE > JUH R A RUE B AL A iR JE A T
T o BREAE e T AR A (0 A A e A o R M AE AT

16 AN E HE 4 07 R I BRI - AE HAE B B P A S M AT 52 5 R A
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RAERMATZ G T » R BESRERTT o ] (S19) [[K > R4
A2 I 1) 5 T B RO 2 K BRI P BEBRAE S Hoh AR B 4 R
i~ R AT B B - i A b T PR ] A5 B o () 41 B 2 R TR A
BRI CAEREAE - AT ERI P RAZZREBLILE TR BT
VAT E - R IRA o | (S16) ML Z R > DLLINE A4CE R H A4 32 1
B QIR A R 5 ALl TR - HATREE2EL - AR
AL B RS > WA ARG AL G BR - HER RS
At > R R B B B R P A TR A RT RE » [WRE e S B
AR RE o BN > A 5257 KR [ 2 218 ) 1§ 1% i & LINE 49
RAEFARIELT » LINEARZS Bk st - | (S23)

TEME 1 B LA R > SR R AE B A S IR B R R H AR A
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afl > EAEIE A E e AR CT & A &R - il s 2
AR > [ ML RERRARART EATE  LINE§RF
BARFLEGBE DI TAE Lagp 0 ) 4 E A Red o R
He o HEH A ERMRE  RELEGE Ry E -] (S18) HRTE
PNAEVEE B R T BR T R R A 2 B OB R B - TR A
Al 48 1Y PH 5 40 > A B A S I B AE S A - HE - Wi e g I
R HEAEGENBEREER > FIn] IE— 2R E LR —E0 R
ASTE AU B AL G A A LB AR B S - FREEBE - |
W AXNEFRR—RTHEZIARE LGB GERE  aE - HF
EFFHETEBETOERAGHA TR L@ AR | (S15)ELEHE
153 N P A BB B RS

L EH B e T 9 S AR B AR AR A TR MRS A TR
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BRI AR > oM e B o A A R N T A A 2= LA MR )y 32 AR 3 SR
SCRREIERGN Y EBUR B o ARV BUE ~ BPE AN E 5 HiER
A2 B Al ) EE 1 43 B > SIEAE TR OE R e sz 30 48 A LR 0 B
S o B — 7 FE R A B B T R R IR I S AR AR A UL R R >
TREE T — R E A o BUEATA N AL IR S PAMEA I » SR
P B S A AL R RE o

e LR SCRPA L B EEAE A > A H #E A S S
A A 2B BB —JckitE > BIP HER R - 02
Fo NG IR M > TR B S 0 Ay A SRR T MRy
il AL R o DATAR 25 ARG o B A 32 1B o8 22V R IR BE TN >
JAFAEEE DL K AE H R M B AL € 38k > 1 DA LINE 23 ACR A H A 4E 38 g
IR A FR R B At s AR e B o BRI A e g v - Bk T
- B ] B B SCAL SRR S B R R TP IR EE A A -

EAWFIIE S - PR R R A O BMR (core guanxi) A1 FE IE
T & e A B A A ISR (Feng & Patulny, 2023) o 4122 8
B T o0 B A G B B T 78 — BRAS ETE AL S A A% T ) JE SR MEFR 5K o
BaAt g B AN » BR (guanxi) BN 97 = 1 4 48 B 2 155 =000 T 34T
By fa nT DR A L AR B (AL S I RE i > T HEAME SRR
SR > BAL A [ PR 19 [ St A 2 4 RS A MR B Bl AN 2w PR E
[N ERHMRS FTEAR LD A BERHFEZWE KA CLF
Hoho | (S15) i@fE— R TIEF AN BB SR > BB EC A
e N\ BRR R S E) )RR 2 — o JE A DL DR A 0 ) i S A
W STREE PN S IR (E S s I R R R (e
U8 (ERRE I S AEAT A B8 22 R P S BRAR SR i) 811 By - e
TR T 1) 52 A 2 S A Sz e ) R 7 SR B R P A T Y B R R LAY -
FWF5E R E T AL A4 7 B RE ML T 8 A9 4L & S HF (Aguilera &
Massey, 2003) o Ong Fl Ward (2005 ) #E — 25 1§ 72 il 3 47 3] 70 17 JE SR
1SRG ~ B X FRAE R S % P68 - Lu B Hampton (2017) 45 i »
T P SRR PR AR BT > R IR (IR 1 B BRLSR W o PRI o B
B[l — AL EE ST > 3R B A T R B R R By v
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HE A H AKE G e B > B BRI A AR B — R o
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T BRI EAZLREAR  KEZHM  AEZHHERELH

FRARBFERGBZLH LKA (S16) F%%Aiﬁﬁﬁﬁ%
EB$%i£W%ok%ﬁ%%E&@E%%T el (S6) 5 [ At
FRBEEABAMOAEZLER AR  EREGE ﬁé%m L
IR ARG £FTH #EI){‘»{XT 1 (S19) & F#n~ - BfEIRIE
NHF & 8 LS RIE— UL R GETT M e > REERZ
ALRRIRIFE S EME ] > HESFE L HEMNEZ L ES T HER M
T > INESR AT DAAE — 254 i AR Y BA B R o

PR - e SR WA T 9C 38 B A 2SS 1B T s b B A AL sC BRAR - ) T
ﬁmﬁT%mm‘ﬁW%M§&%ﬁ (%8 L6358 0 JF 48 3 [ 7 > 1

218 HE RS B SR M PR SR R 1 SR (R S22 AR TR I A v 2 B B
ﬁﬂ%%ﬁm EWH %%H FERE T SCAL B[R] 75 98 2 T LA
() EBRE) J) > H R BT A A Y B AR W A5 TR B AN & 58 A 32 T R
HHER m%@AME&Wﬂ@ﬁMk #ANRF AT A g
6 ) 7 B R RRTR] T 1 i B — 3 b I W B SRR > FEAH
FAEEH) L=mRERAF - #@EELL%%M@T%%%&%%%
FBNE > BUEGRY IR E - BUA K8 R S S e i e L A R
Ay Z A E (Wimmer & Schiller, 2002) » L[r] 8 EUARTE - & h 3£
BRI AR E ﬁmm@%Q%E%TM%%L% s HE— D KIE TR
H PB4 AR Y I L > TE k) Ay R ARk B 2815
BRSO TR 25 A DR b L O v 1 A B A L ] g
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WAk > e AN FE 1 o AN SR 5 TR U ) B Y TT RE o AH
RS AR HE N FRJE [8T JE B R i A A > AR SR B i A 22 T A R
Rl B o AR B PAE o B AR EOR B W H— > SF A M
M A - 35 i i AL 45 A ABR T P 06 B B > AR A P Bl = 2 8
PE > BETEASIRIHEAH BLATBE ] B F D04 - BN > A ZiE 322 [ R R oy 2
BREXRAME  REGFTEAELEHIT L EAH 2L Lg
Jav BE % hmBEALT VA S BB B 0 PR AR R AR BRRR 0 il
R RIAEA AR o | (S24) H— » HBERRERRB WS TH &
TEHEAL - BZEFRF e RERE) R AT T E stk
MmN BRI Z AN AR I LEkeERE AR
ok AR RLAERE R TRRIANRFA T REEANE
1% A ELBESIEILY RMATERAVBRLEEELD
B o ] (S22) BEAWIIERE A » AL & G IR BL B g 2= B AR - BERS R = PAME
# 58 (Cornell & Hartmann, 2006) - [ = 3f BH A #8535 3 S bk Ao
fb3cik 31k (Bourdieu, 1998) o HAEAT SSIEEHE BRI v > A 10 W] 5 B P
PR T TR Y YL 3B BP0 I o A T R T IR VR RS H T R A A
BPRME -

BB E - DAL 5 T @ i A A sc A5 B R B
BB FEME (R o 1 S0 R R IR e R B P - B R HEE N SMEAE H]
DA P FR Bl 1 22 [ 5 JLUROR 4 R ) AR B B PR — $ R )
G St 7 L 2 5 00 o B0 5B 7o o B AL RN AR 3 N DR S E R
AR i i — TR 3R i B R T A Y B R T PR B -
T e N T 3 [ 3 TR 4 5t 4 P 8 52 2 7 ORs R BR A1 5 A AK
# NP g EEER AR B s e i SR RN AH
TERE A 2 H TR MR R AT#E T~ A e BRI e i — 20 1Y
b o %@ MR T AR AE (A3 4E 20 B A5 DUR B i 8 - IR 2 3% )R BE 4R it
T EL ) Tah A 2 TR A A A T AN (R R B RE AT DA 9 R3S AT
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HFELAEGRED X BEMGREZBE LA

i1 2 O A RO 9T R 4 55 U 1 i85 S A T B A A 1 SC AL A AR
P o iR sn P SCAk A A AR Vg ] PR 4R (Wimmer, 2013) > 78 3CAL 78
JRE Fh B 25 2 AR I A (R AR Y SR A (BB (Kim et al., 2001) » 05 fif ] 3
AL S NS BIR » - BA - S sl X EE
(9 3L 78 JE B — e 4 (Xie & Chao, 2022) o A7 2235 1 5a fd B AR
WISCAL & M~ BAFAE— € 22 50 XL B B 2 36 7% [ sibling culture ] > il
Fi H B B SCAb SR > R FE B A IR T R R E DR DR
WEH T HPAE - AL e S E R P Sl i RS Y B (Zeng &
David, 2007) o #1881 » 76 P B F H A F LA AR R AL HEZE s
e N\ il & & Rl bR & T B SC Ak 22 5 Sl e i LB e AL SR 4 A o o

B HIE H AR A 2 AR A B B R A RIIR BB o TR 9 B
T AR AR AR B BRARAE S > 43 FIE B AR N BIAR A 4% B R 04 b A2 A5
ZEAE A A B N TR AR A e e ) B S A o HE AR AR TN Y S8 AR B
P AR 5 e e AR B P Y BRAR SCA L LA B B > BER R AL R
T 0 AR BB B AL A% o A B AL S BRI — R B
BT o GE 2 B SR B BEAR A AR > DA ZE AL S VR S E 5 4L
RS AR S — A R TR o L > RSB RENEOR T
B8 1 2 1E B > (U S ATE R AL A B 4 I I 5E A DA R % 1 BRAR
AR - B ER AL A AL A5 R o MR > BT BAR Sl dn
— > N EBE NI IR OR B T B B b A% - SEARORN I A% G AN RE
B A NALE R - AR (B2 > 2020) S5 R R
TE H #E P8 1) BRAR v R AR B R ) - TR e BF AR A 2 M 5 ey B
%Eﬂ@&ﬁ%kl?¢%%#ﬁw Bian > ZEHE RN FEAZMH
REARF B A WS ER T AEE EMA] (S10) 5 DL
1T R B AR AR x%&ﬁL%@@a > ] (S15)

B2 AR E RN H A NBRAEAE o # ANBLH AR A E
AT B A AL B 2 T 2 FETE B SR O FR O PE R I B R o 2
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B A B A N B 22 1 38 A AR TR 43 R R B R N LA 5 T+ 2SS S R
BERARMERE RN LE - AZaiERE I e Ln &M@
FEAMATIEN 4B Z TH RAFSREILEE X FF B2RLME
BARFE  — AL IAA BRI AN BAERHALESE
8 ERFHEA AR ] (S17) f8— B S BL H AR\ 32 28 A
#24 (Fischer et al., 2012) ° [A] K > —J7 [ i1 % H AR5 A 19 Be b >
FE AT AE v AR N0 R e 9 BEL v o AR 1 S P P AR A A —
%% (Benedict, 1946) 5 7 — J5 [ » H A %L € 45 1 b %308 17 78 19 5 88
35 o M ARV AL M T FIRN I A 20 MR R N A I SRR T - Ak
JEREEE B BEBR AE AL B R H AR — (b B AR PR (TR A
2018) » fE—EFEEE FRHGE T ERE B - EAEENE > PEA
BRAR G450 B A NBRAR M4 2 A28 L A8 > A B A ED
BAR P AR D G AR I B TR B A AR o R 2 o B NS A MBI
EAE T ZATH SR S AE HE N BN S8 1 > 78 — AR A i — 2 A T &Ry
ANEPRE > S S SCAL BRAR ZBH > AR 2 A I AR T [ B At %
EAWNR G ERMERLZEA - ] (S20)

R AN EERE M e LB A

R 95 5 4 58 4 > i G AL s R A ST I Sl AR AR R
B 43 w8 IR ~ A Ik A AL S RE o SR 2 BT ED AT B A
97 # 4 (Kim & McKay-Semmler, 2013; Ngai et al., 2020) > 7£ — & &
BN T UL R P EA R - AR fEHE AT R
BENERAE 2SR > [TRITEE | A B B SIE BAER SN EER R
ETEHE NBREAE P RR 5 PERSZRER -

T H UL R s R ARy [ HT 36 ] > R e A H A4 &
(N o [HTHE ] BA AR E 2R —REA AR gmRHER -
TRAMEZ A D ENRCE A e S > R aiEEE o - A&
TEEEARFR T o BN > ZEHE R > [ R 37 A Roag B 4% 2 Z 9T 4

HEEHRFH—LERE  FFRELEY  FARERRY | (S21)
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DI [ 3840 5 5 kB 3k R R R B IR AL A9 38 2 =55 ITA R XA
RN EAEN T OHE XA ELE  HALZPEA
AL E XA AR LI A o BT E R X EFEe iR 0 fdb
ERBAVREMA—EEZEFALEG BB E LI E L2
W AT 69 AT B E R —RE TAE o | (S5) BEFIRE SULTE H A4t g
e AR 27 S [ I A oA A Y ) 20 O R A AE > B R R LA AR
B ~ BRI AESE - HIMR 2R 2 ML IR IR B 2 > AU ARG T
BOEMBBRBEEN T > MARENFESEIENTIE AHEAC
J 2% TR AR B KRB o JE BRI AR SUALTE H A Y & BT & A AR P AR TR
HE > CRIEM T B TRTESESIE ] - HE LR E UL AR
HAA G T8 A - H AR IR A Z At i [ 7f ] B4R o ToAmED 2
LF -~ BE -~ K~ ReFINR (FEM > 2011) > T A A BEAR 1§ AL
T RBEEBR AL € BAR D EERE  AE H 3 A A 28 48 45 b R bR g 206 A1
RN S B o AR A2 HAR AR LR S b T S Sk 8808
A HAAL G o m AR v > R M A H AR g i3 g il 15 2k 5
B s 7 BRAR A A5 00 BRI SR B B o [RIAR o BRH AR T EE ARSI - HR R
WA B AR g 2 NS B A & SCfb i) TIERR S SR » FE AT
T EERME—E WAL SR BAERTE AR KB AU - E B
A HL 55 55 2 7w > DA HE AR B HE A H AR AL g AR 1 5 3
b fEr % o
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FIE fiff R ] R i 2 2 5 A AEDE A T T 3 AR Y EE AR YE o (H BRI [R] Iy
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[ i S AT 1l ) Y BB o 7R B #E Y BB AT Ay B v B {4 S
b8 s B N mBHAR A & B O8> — g A B 4
B SR BUACAL RO IR T Hp B S b H B A RN SR R B ks TR A
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S Am B AR SRR o 55— T T o A N R S AR AN AL B AR P A R AT
2N o PR MEA 2 SRR TR A TP R I A T FEES - AR B
e PS> AN RBSTEE AR R RBR » HAH
FUL B> A O A DR GEATBRAR o IEAN » A ZEE R [ 312 k-8 2 A
TAM » FAESBRSBRRAZRIFFACHTEA S B RAAA
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BRBEA - —#A AR FERLGH ey o | (S23) 18 H HE AN A 4%
o DLFEAT BRAR 2 ZE R 09 S AE I i T — e [ PR J i Sefb 25 - 38
SRA C A A7 Y BRAR A5 48 > Sl HLE B BE B E R B H A A [
O3 [HAM IR TABAR ) > FE 0 ME AN ] A 5235 S5 AL g BAR b 2R 0% [ e AT
N6 VRIS AERL] -

A HAAEG LR IACRFE T AR

1E H 3 RBERFE  AAE X S GEAT BRI 24 ARELA N
B BRI & o 22298 (2020) 2 > PRI AL B M Er 2 —
AN BRI 430 B AL S BAR A - A" & — R A FE A A /N
T o B ME A AN BAR 01 1 B FE 40 R X 0 s A > Zy R AE H 2N
(4 38 A LSO A 2 R A St T B GRAE B o WFZC SR8 - AF H 3 KPR
AR 0 B AL S AL T BT — R B O R ) B R
8 REER TEAIN AL GRS > [FRe e OB BAL G TR T
SCAb I IR P B P 2 ] o

#e N 2 T LATE S 0 Ath A5 475 e S 45 A B ) PA(H 2 58 50 B 1Y 5SS TR 45
> B AR B 22 ) AR R (5 S PHIR AN 4y o 2o E R [ & E
FOR A E AR R E AL R EA FRAE LR AS
B IR EG AR R Z] (S19); [HRMA —AR LR 22 —#
HEBEMERRAGEEGN o | (S1) #UE ~ DALES b Sck 1 &
EAF & O R B A AL > R A TR AR F AR 9 4 50 d
HE > FE B 3 N\ AR A U 2 AR AR TR BT I A5 SR UL i 3 S5 4L
VR o iE M LA BERET- £ B i 0 SO A S g A - AL TR R AY
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AL B > BESRAE H 2 76 b R 0 R s e rp B 3 R B A A
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B2 > TEAZEF & W3S A P AT SR A7 A B AL AR (L) BRAR R L
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XA F A RS A B R GE B X R A P M A

& ) 5 S0 AL i FE S R R 4 > 5 SCAb 3 A B BH BR ) - A AREE
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o A SR IR S R B S R R o WA B HEE AT
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itk J B A B 2 SR R R > RO ) SO E B LR A B
% ORI MR A WA 2 [ JE DIRRE o filan » — {2558 %
INHRRBIBFSFEA MR B AT S F—ARETRAGE T LS
W —REHBERLTGH  REEFHEMMED REREX -]
(S7) SCAL B8 BUEBRAT B 2 IR B > AT LRI At 2SI A8 BR R Al 4%
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B G5 6 1) B SIS AR A7 R 7S SCAL R TR > [ A B A o R B A
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