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Abstract

The rapid advancement of digital information technologies has transformed
the operational frameworks of county-level administrative organizations,
reshaped the landscape of news dissemination, and revolutionized professional
journalism production processes. This technological evolution has facilitated the
emergence of media as a structural force permeating grassroots governance.
Grounded in this transformative context, this study examines the practical
dilemmas, contextual transformations, and agentic strategies of county-level
journalism and publicity workers through the dual analytical lenses of
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administrative organizational mechanisms and deep mediatization. The analyses
were situated within the concrete operational setting of county governance.
This study reveals that workers navigate a complex duality in their daily
practices: they are constrained by the administrative logic and political
coordination inherent in county-level governance structures while simultaneously
engaging in professional self-reflection rooted in journalistic ideals, resulting
in a phenomenon of “agentic disorientation.” In the digital era, evolving top-
level institutional arrangements and transformed communication structures
have created circumscribed yet operational spaces for individual agency
among county-level journalism and publicity workers. Through technological
empowerment, these professionals strategically negotiate their agentic practices
by utilizing institutional resources and professional competencies to mediate the
interplay between digital technologies and organizational structures, thereby
developing a unique type of adaptive strategy for situated professional practice.

Keywords: digital information technology, county-level administrative
organizations, journalism and publicity practice, county-level journalism and
publicity workers, agency
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